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Judge Gorsuch consistently places the desires of employers, law enforcement, and 

corporations over everyday Americans. His unsympathetic stances towards victims of police 

brutality, workplace discrimination, and dangerous business practices make him unfit for a 

role on our nation's highest court.

Failing to Hold Manufacturers Accountable: 

In Caplinger v. Medtronic, Inc., a patient, 

 Patricia Caplinger, sued after she was severely 

injured by a medical implant that was supposed 

to help her recover from spinal surgery. The 

implant procedure was an “off-label” use that

hadn’t been approved by the FDA. But the 

device manufacturer urged Caplinger’s doctors 

to do the procedure. Judge Gorsuch ruled that 

the manufacturer could not be held 

accountable. His ruling makes it much harder 

for patients like Caplinger to be protected from 

harm.  

Fighting Regulations:  The Consumer Product 

Safety Commission instituted regulations to 

reduce the risk that strong, small magnets in 

products sold as desk accessories and other 

items meant for adults were getting into the 

hands of children, and causing serious injury to 

kids who swallowed them. In Zen Magnets, LLC 

v. Consumer Product Safety Commission, Judge 

Gorsuch sided with the manufacturer of the 

magnets, ruling that the CPSC could not 

regulate the products in spite of the 

Commission’s evidence that kids were at risk. 

Hobby Lobby Stores Inc., v Sebelius: In the 

famous Hobby Lobby case, Judge Gorsuch 

agreed with the assessment that 

corporations are people, and can therefore 

claim religious protections. The original 

ruling let a corporation deny contraceptive 

coverage to workers. More recently, it has 

been extended to justify discrimination 

against LGBTQ citizens. In another case, 

Judge Gorsuch sided with an employer who 

refused to let a transgender woman access 

the women's bathroom until she proved 

that she had undergone specific surgeries. 

Her employer then refused to renew her 

teaching contract.  

Forced Arbitration: In Ragab v. Howard, 

Gorsuch wrote that arbitration clauses 

should be enforced even when the parties 

don’t agree on the details of the arbitration. 

There is significant evidence that 

arbitration in these situations almost 

always favors the employer or corporation, 

because the ordinary safeguards of 

 mitigating a case in court are not available. 

GORSUCH IS WRONG FOR  

EVERDAY AMERICANS

SOURCE: AFJ
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QUESTIONS FOR SENATORS 

ABOUT SCOTUS NOMINEE 

NEIL GORSUCH
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3. As an attorney, Neil Gorsuch fought to 

limit the ability of people defrauded by 

corporations to band together and have 

their day in court. As a judge, he has taken 

troubling positions on issues that ensure all 

Americans have access to the courts. Will 

you protect our right to pursue justice and 

oppose Neil Gorsuch's nomination?  

4. Judge Gorsuch is unwilling to hold 

government officials accountable when 

they abuse their authority or violate the 

Constitution. He has repeatedly failed to 

hold government officials accountable for 

improper actions in obtaining search 

warrants, carrying out searches, and he 

has been dismissive of the constitutional 

rights of the accused. Do you believe that 

these rights should be protected and if so, 

will you stand in opposition to Neil Gorsuch? 

  

1. One of the most basic functions of 

government is to protect those who need it 

the most. Neil Gorsuch has consistently 

sided with corporations over everyday 

people. As our elected representative, will 

you vow to protect us by standing against 

Neil Gorsuch and his affinity for big 

corporations?  

2. We need a Supreme Court Justice who 

will protect everyday Americans. Judge 

Gorsuch has proven that when it will benefit 

big corporations, he will interpret federal 

law to make it harder for consumers to seek 

justice. Will you protect us from big 

corporations and oppose Neil Gorsuch's 

nomination to the Supreme Court? 

Based on your senator's position, make sure you tailor the tone of your questions. For instance, 

if your senator is still on the fence, you might want to end your questions with "Will you 

thoroughly review Judge Gorsuch's record, and ensure and protect our rights as constituents?"
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ACTIONS YOU
CAN TAKE

ACTIONS YOUR GROUP 

CAN TAKE

Contact your senators: Find your 

senators here and call, write or set up a 

meeting with them.  

A F J A C T I O N C AM P A I G N
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Mobilize your network: Send an action 

alert to your list urging them to call, 

write, or otherwise contact their 

senator(s) demanding that they reject 

Neil Gorsuch for the Supreme Court. 

Contact senators directly: Send a letter 

to and call Senate Judiciary Committee 

members and senators your organization 

is close to.  

Amplify your organization's voice 

in media: Write a press release or   

Mobilize your network: Start a call-in, petition, or letter drive, and ask others to join 

your meeting with your senator(s). 

Amplify your voice in media: Write a letter  to the editor or an op-ed in your local 

paper. Use your personal network and build the movement online with social media 

posts using the hashtag #StopGorsuch. 

Educate your community:  Hold a panel, an event or a visibility action to show others 

how the Supreme Court affects them and what they can do to take action. 

letter to the editor in local, state, and 

national publications about your position 

on the nominee and how it affects your 

organization's issues. Amplify your 

organization's position on social media by 

using the hashtag #StopGorsuch. 

Educate and mobilize the public: Host a 

panel discussion on the record of this 

nominee. Organize an action, protest, or

press conference on the dangers of the 

nominee. 
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Call your senators. Get 10 friends to call. Ask 

them to ask 10 friends to call. Then call again. 

Identify others in your network who are 

particularly influential – political donors, 

community and business leaders, state 

elected officials – and ask them to call. 

Set up an appointment or drop in to district 

offices.  

Schedule a meeting with your senators 

directly, to be held as a phone call when 

they’re in DC or in person when they’re home. 

Attend town halls, public appearances, and 

events and tell them to #StopGorsuch. 

DON'T FORGET 

THE FOLLOW 

UP!
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Senators are elected to represent their 

constituents, and pay attention to the 

messages they’re receiving on an issue. In 

just the first few weeks of 2017, mass 

mobilizations of phone calls, rallies, 

demonstrations and other events have had a 

major impact on the public’s awareness of 

critical issues and nominations. 

Contacting your senators directly is the 

most important way to highlight the public 

movement to #StopGorsuch and make a 

difference. They need to hear from 

constituents opposed to Gorsuch’s 

nomination – every day, everywhere, from 

everyone.  

Thank the staff or the senator for a response. 

When your senators vote or announce a 

position, hold them accountable – it’s just as 

important to thank them for coming out 

strongly on your side as it is to express 

disappointment or continued opposition when 

they don’t. 

Get patched through 

to your senator’s 

office at 

JusticeActionHub.org

CONTACT YOUR 

SENATOR

STAY ON THEIR 

RADAR
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WRITING A LETTER TO THE 

EDITOR
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Be current: Check your local newspaper 

so you can respond to a recent article or 

a recent event in your area. When 

submitting your piece, make sure you 

refer to the article specifically by name 

and date. This will make it a lot more 

likely that your piece gets published. 

Be clear, timely and concise: Before 

submitting your piece, check your 

paper’s guidelines on length. Use our 

talking points to get your point across 

concisely but remember to connect 

these issues to your local area. Always 

find a way to delineate how the next 

Supreme Court justice could affect your 

community now and in the future. 

Include a call to action: End your piece 

by asking your community 

to get involved or by calling on  

your senators to take action and oppose 

Neil Gorsuch's nomination. 

Amplify your voice: Try your local or school 

paper first but also reach out to other 

publications. This is a very important issue 

and the media will be looking for local

perspectives. You can also maximize your 

efforts by having others in your community 

write letters to the same papers. Even if 

they are not printed, this will let editors 

know that this issue matters. 

If your letter is printed, send a copy to your 

senators’ offices: Senators often search for 

the issues that their constituents care about 

in these local papers. Make sure that you 

bring your piece to your next meeting or 

send their local aides a copy – this will 

ensure that your message reaches them.  
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SOCIAL MEDIA IMAGES
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For more resources, 

including signs, 

stickers, and more 

social media 

graphics, email 

outreach@afj.org


