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Executive Summary
This report delves into the current landscape of state supreme courts throughout the 
country as they continue to draw ever-increasing levels of attention — and outside 
spending — while deciding critical cases that are reshaping the nation. In the wake 
of the ongoing rollback of fundamental rights by the U.S. Supreme Court’s ultra-
conservative supermajority, state courts — which hear 95% of all lawsuits filed in the 
country — play a critical role as the final arbiters of core human rights, with some state 
supreme courts choosing to protect our rights as others further erode them. In 2024, 
more than half of the states will have elections or vacancies on their state supreme 
courts. As state courts hold responsibility for interpreting state constitutions that often 
grant more protections than the U.S. Constitution, these courts and their decisions will 
shape the future of reproductive rights, education, labor, the environment, and much 
more. It is essential that state court benches have judges dedicated to upholding and 
protecting our fundamental rights.  

What follows is an examination of important state supreme court developments from 
2023, including elections, appointments, and ethical issues. This report also analyzes 
the current makeup of state supreme courts in all 50 states and examines the 33 states 
with state supreme court elections this year. Lastly, the report looks ahead to upcoming 
vacancies in 2025 and assesses notable state supreme court decisions from the past 
year, highlighting the wide-ranging and tangible impacts of state judiciaries on every 
aspect of our democracy. 

Alliance for Justice Action Campaign (AFJ Action) promotes a national conversation 
about the courts’ role in protecting our core constitutional rights and advocates for 
the election and appointment of highly qualified, demographically and professionally 
diverse state court judges who uphold equal justice for all. Our shared work of 
understanding, protecting, and transforming our state courts is as urgent as ever. 
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Introduction
State courts are the foundation of our nation’s judicial system. Hearing over 100 million 
cases annually and interpreting state constitutions that often grant more expansive 
protections than the U.S. Constitution, they are the final line of defense for countless 
human rights.  

Voters in most states have the opportunity to vote for the justices on their state’s highest 
court, whether in direct elections or in retention elections following appointments. 
The public also has the opportunity to weigh in and make their voices heard on judicial 
appointments made by the governor or judicial nominating commission of their state.  

2023 saw the most expensive state supreme court race in U.S. history in Wisconsin, with 
over $56 million spent on the election.  The unprecedented attention and spending on 
state supreme courts underscore their critical role in protecting our fundamental rights, 
as demonstrated by multiple legal battles over abortion access making their way  
through the state courts post-Dobbs and by other impactful cases affecting the future  
of democracy, voting rights, the environment, LGBTQ+ rights, education, and more.  
In this context, it is essential that our state supreme courts have highly qualified judges 
committed to upholding the law and protecting the rights of all. 

AFJ Action’s state courts team continues to expand our efforts to educate voters on 
the process and importance of selecting qualified diverse judges for our state supreme 
courts. Alliance for Justice’s State Court Justice Project is an interactive hub detailing the 
selection method, justice information, and the current makeup of the highest courts in 
all 50 states. The hub also highlights states with in-depth information on each justice, 
notable cases from each court, and how to weigh in on specific state supreme court 
vacancies, whether via election or appointment. The hub is continually growing, with the 
goal of equipping communities and activists in every state with the knowledge of their 
state courts. 

With dozens of upcoming state supreme court elections alongside important 
appointments, it is critical that people in every state understand that they have a say over 
the judges selected for their courts. With our fundamental rights at stake, this work is 
more pressing than ever.

https://www.afj.org/statecourts/
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The State Court 
Landscape in 2023

The selection of supreme court justices 
varies from state to state. Eight states elect 
their supreme courts' judges and justices by 
partisan election, 14 states by nonpartisan 
election, 21 states by merit selection, five 
by gubernatorial appointment, and two by 
legislative election.  

In partisan elections, judicial candidates are 
listed on the ballot with a political affiliation 
and are chosen through public elections. 
Under this model, candidate identifications on 
the ballot may include, for example, Democrat, 
Republican, Independent, Green, or Libertarian.
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In nonpartisan elections, judicial candidates are not formally affiliated with a political 
party on the ballot and are chosen through public elections. In some states, such as 
Michigan, there are partisan primaries or partisan nominating conventions to select the 
judicial candidates to represent their parties on the general election ballots.   

Retention elections are uncontested elections held when a judge’s term is about to 
expire. The judge is put on the ballot with a “yes” or “no” vote to keep their position. A 
judge up for retention election must meet a certain threshold of “yes” votes to remain in 
their seat. These thresholds vary by state but are often between 50% and 60%. If a judge 
loses a retention election, a replacement judge will be chosen using the state’s interim 
appointment method.  

Merit selection, also referred to as the Missouri Plan or assisted appointment, is a two-
stage process. First, a nominating commission screens applications and interviews 
prospective candidates. Members of these commissions may be elected by bar 
associations, governors, legislatures, other elected officials, private citizens, or a 
combination of these methods. Then, the commission recommends a slate of preferred 
candidates — typically three to five — to the appointing body, which is usually the 
governor. A final selection is made by the appointing body from this slate. After the 
appointment of the individual, they are retained on the bench for subsequent terms  
by retention elections or by review and renomination by the commission, governor,  
or legislature.    

Gubernatorial appointment, also referred to as governor selection or appointment, is a 
process by which a state’s governor nominates individuals to the bench, and it sometimes 
involves some form of confirmation to the bench by another body. This selection method 
is different than merit selection because the governor does not have to choose candidates 
from a recommended slate, though in some states, like Maine, the governor chooses to 
partner with a commission to identify and recommend candidates to the confirming 
body. Once the governor selects their nominee, a legislative or other government body 
will vote to confirm the nominee.  

In legislative elections, the state’s legislature elects its justices by a vote. A judicial 
nominating commission may be utilized to initially vet potential judicial candidates and 
forward a select number of candidates to the legislative bodies.
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Reproductive rights played a significant role in 2023’s state supreme court races, and 
more broadly, state courts throughout the country repeatedly demonstrated their 
impact in securing or eliminating abortion access in the states over the past year. 
Supreme courts in states including Montana and Oklahoma have protected abortion 
access, while others — such as Idaho and South Carolina — have refused to find the 
right to abortion protected in their state constitutions. Notably, the South Carolina 
Supreme Court had originally protected the right to abortion in 2022, but once a new 
all-male majority took control of the court, they reversed themselves and greenlit a 
nearly identical abortion ban in a 4-1 vote. There is still abortion litigation pending in 
multiple states including Wisconsin. 

Beyond the right to abortion, state courts are deciding issues of democracy and access 
to voting rights. Consider their impact during the 2020 and 2022 election cycles. The 
Wisconsin Supreme Court came within one vote of ruling in favor of former President 
Donald Trump in his effort to overturn the results of the 2020 election in Wisconsin, 
despite being controlled by Republicans at that time, and court watchers anticipate 
that Trump’s campaign will make similar assertions about the integrity of the 2024 
election if he loses there again. The Pennsylvania Supreme Court similarly defended 
the commonwealth’s certification process in 2020 when conservative legislators 
attempted to throw out over 2.5 million absentee ballots. In 2022, the court again 
safeguarded and expanded access to the ballot by upholding Act 77, a law expanding 
no-excuse mail-in voting. 

https://law.justia.com/cases/montana/supreme-court/2023/da-22-0207-0.html
https://law.justia.com/cases/oklahoma/supreme-court/2023/120543.html
https://law.justia.com/cases/oklahoma/supreme-court/2023/120543.html
https://law.justia.com/cases/south-carolina/supreme-court/2023/28174.html
https://apnews.com/article/south-carolina-abortion-ban-f4e0d8ef8187fdd1e8db54dd464011b9
https://www.wpr.org/health/dane-county-judge-law-does-not-ban-abortions-wisconsin#:~:text=A%20Dane%20County%20judge%20handed,Democratic%20Attorney%20General%20Josh%20Kaul.
https://law.justia.com/cases/wisconsin/supreme-court/2020/2020ap002038.html
https://casetext.com/case/kelly-v-commonwealth-102
https://www.spotlightpa.org/news/2022/08/pa-mail-voting-law-uphelp-state-supreme-court/
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State Supreme Court 
Elections in 2023

Wisconsin Supreme Court Election

State supreme court elections in 2023 had unprecedented outside spending and 
voter turnout in record numbers. Donors, advocacy groups, and billionaires flooded to 
Wisconsin and Pennsylvania’s supreme court elections with laser-sharp attention.

Partisan control of the Wisconsin Supreme Court flipped for the first time in 15 years in 
2023. After the 2021 election, Republicans held a 4–3 majority on the court, but Republican 
Justice Patience Roggensack announced she would retire rather than seek a third term in 
2023. A February primary election narrowed the race to two candidates: former Wisconsin 
Supreme Court Justice Daniel Kelly (R) and Milwaukee County Circuit Court Judge Janet 
Protasiewicz (D). Kelly had lost his seat in 2020 and sought to return to the court. On April 
4, 2023, Protasiewicz won the nationally watched race.  

Protasiewicz was sworn in to a 10-year term on the Wisconsin Supreme Court on 
September 1, 2023. Prior to joining Wisconsin’s highest court, she was a judge on the 
Milwaukee County Circuit Court, presiding over homicide, sexual assault, misdemeanor, 
domestic violence, and drug courts, and eventually overseeing the Family Court division. 
She served as a Milwaukee County assistant district attorney for over 25 years before 
joining the Circuit Court in 2014, including arguing successfully before the Wisconsin 
Supreme Court. 

A challenge to Wisconsin's 19th-century abortion ban is currently being heard in the 
lower courts, and will likely ultimately be heard by the state supreme court. The court 
also heard a challenge to the state’s legislative maps that argued the maps violate the 
fair representation and separation of powers clauses of the state constitution and should 
be redrawn. In late December, the court agreed with the challenge and ordered the 
legislature to redraw the maps in time for the 2024 election.

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.everyaction.com%2Fk%2F68499454%2F423222299%2F1429055463%3Fnvep%3Dew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwNy8xLzg5NTA0IiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogImQ2MjhkYjdhLTI2NDEtZWUxMS1hM2YxLTAwMjI0ODMyZWI3MyIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAiZXJpbi5idXRsZXJAYWZqLm9yZyINCn0%253D%26hmac%3DUeeRj6Fc9p1vGRfV_3KDTDyqRj6BzhJG9pwRtL1wcbs%3D%26emci%3Dbeb4e56e-5640-ee11-a3f1-00224832eb73%26emdi%3Dd628db7a-2641-ee11-a3f1-00224832eb73%26ceid%3D27705414&data=05%7C01%7Cerin.butler%40afj.org%7C0531d73d1083405844bf08dba34a6a5c%7Ce88300319c4b42a7b1d65164b67a40b9%7C0%7C0%7C638283312267546048%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2B4%2BLFE9U1AFMcpOD84Y5pZrq2Lo9rWhkBBqn6XA8dyQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.everyaction.com%2Fk%2F68499455%2F423222300%2F-1235846678%3Fnvep%3Dew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwNy8xLzg5NTA0IiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogImQ2MjhkYjdhLTI2NDEtZWUxMS1hM2YxLTAwMjI0ODMyZWI3MyIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAiZXJpbi5idXRsZXJAYWZqLm9yZyINCn0%253D%26hmac%3DUeeRj6Fc9p1vGRfV_3KDTDyqRj6BzhJG9pwRtL1wcbs%3D%26emci%3Dbeb4e56e-5640-ee11-a3f1-00224832eb73%26emdi%3Dd628db7a-2641-ee11-a3f1-00224832eb73%26ceid%3D27705414&data=05%7C01%7Cerin.butler%40afj.org%7C0531d73d1083405844bf08dba34a6a5c%7Ce88300319c4b42a7b1d65164b67a40b9%7C0%7C0%7C638283312267546048%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=u8T7bDbECvLt8IfqzCF6IEqeWAsznPozKxSToWJbA8I%3D&reserved=0
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Election Spending: 
The race between Protasiewicz and Kelly was the most expensive state supreme court race 
in U.S. history. WisPolitics tracked more than $56 million spent on the supreme court race. 
The previous national record for a state supreme court race was a 2004 Illinois election that 
topped $15 million in spending. The most expensive Wisconsin contest was previously the 
2020 campaign, when Kelly lost a bid to retain his seat to liberal opponent Jill Karofsky in a 
race that saw over $5 million in outside spending. 

Turnout Analysis: 
The Wisconsin Supreme Court race generated record turnout in both the primary and 
general elections. The supreme court primary was the only statewide race on the ballot, 
but 21% of voters turned out to vote in the election — an increase of 36% over the last 
supreme court race in 2020, which also set a turnout record with 16% voter turnout. In 
previous supreme court primaries, turnout was 12% in 2018 and 13% in 2016. Turnout was up 
across most of the state but declined in the rural areas of northern and western Wisconsin, 
a possible contributing factor to Republican candidates garnering only 46% of votes in the 
race while Democratic candidates received 54% of votes cast. 

The general election also broke turnout records for a spring election in Wisconsin and 
approached rates normally only seen in November elections, with 36% of registered 
voters participating in the election. Observers attributed the increased turnout to greater 
engagement by college voters. Several state and national organizations focused their 
efforts on driving turnout on college campuses, knocking on nearly 120,000 doors and 
making over 250,000 phone calls. 

Voters in college wards voted for Protasiewicz in overwhelming numbers. Observers 
also pointed to the increase in the methods available for voters to cast ballots, including 
mail and in-person voting, that facilitated turnout amongst young voters. Protasiewicz 
won 64% of the vote in Eau Claire and La Crosse Counties, which both have University of 
Wisconsin campuses, and 52% in typically conservative Brown County, where UW–Green 
Bay is located. Turnout in Eau Claire County was 5.5 times higher in 2023 than in the state 
supreme court race in 2020. Protasiewicz won 87% of votes in precincts on the UW–Eau 
Claire campus and 85% of the votes in precincts on the campus of UW–Green Bay. Turnout 
among Democratic voters was higher on average statewide, but turnout among campus 
voters exceeded statewide margins on several campuses, including UW–Madison. 

https://www.wispolitics.com/2023/wispolitics-tracks-56-million-in-spending-on-wisconsin-supreme-court-race/
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/politics/elections/2023/02/23/wisconsin-supreme-court-primary-election-generated-record-turnout/69933301007/
https://www.wbay.com/2023/04/05/turnout-wisconsin-supreme-court-race-breaks-record/
https://www.wpr.org/justice/wisconsin-supreme-court-election-young-voter-turnout-uw-campus-college


     A L L I A N C E  F O R  J U S T I C E  A C T I O N  C A M P A I G N   |   S T A T E  O F  J U S T I C E  2 0 2 4   | 1 0

Pennsylvania Supreme Court Election

Justice Daniel 
McCaffery

To fill the vacancy on the Pennsylvania Supreme Court left by the death of former Chief 
Justice Max Baer, Pennsylvania voters elected Democratic candidate Superior Court Judge 
Daniel McCaffery on November 7, 2023. McCaffery defeated Republican candidate and 
Montgomery County Court of Common Pleas Judge Carolyn Carluccio, gaining 53% of 
the vote. His election solidified a 5–2 Democratic supermajority on the commonwealth’s 
supreme court. Sworn in on January 2, 2024, Justice McCaffery will serve an initial 10-year 
term. To remain on the bench, he will need to be elected in a subsequent retention election.  

McCaffery began his legal career as an assistant district 
attorney in Philadelphia County. He remained there for six 
years, then went into private practice, focusing primarily on 
commercial litigation. While in private practice, McCaffery also 
served as the volunteer legal counsel for the local Democratic 
Party. In 2013, he was elected to the Philadelphia Court of 
Common Pleas. McCaffery was then elected to the statewide 
superior court in 2019.

Election spending: 
While smaller in comparison to Wisconsin’s supreme court election, spending in last year’s 
Pennsylvania Supreme Court election marked a new era for judicial campaigns and outside 
spending for the Keystone State. Candidates and outside interests spent at least $22 million, 
making it the second most expensive state supreme court race behind Wisconsin’s just 
months prior. A large portion of outside spending supporting McCaffery was driven by 
Planned Parenthood Vote's seven-figure digital and television ad buys, further emphasizing 
the importance of the court for abortion access. 

Turnout analysis: 
McCaffery won with the largest margin of victory for any judicial election in 2023, leading 
by 6.72%. McCaffery’s huge margin of victory is significant, considering that, in the 2021 
Pennsylvania Supreme Court election, Republican candidate and current Justice Kevin 
Brobson won with a margin of just 0.90%. Voter turnout from the 2021 to the 2023 election 
increased by nearly 10%.  

https://www.pacourts.us/courts/supreme-court/supreme-court-justices/justice-daniel-d-mccaffery
https://www.pacourts.us/courts/supreme-court/supreme-court-justices/justice-daniel-d-mccaffery
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2023/11/07/us/elections/results-pennsylvania.html
https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2023/11/07/us/elections/results-pennsylvania.html
https://www.pacourts.us/courts/supreme-court/supreme-court-justices/justice-daniel-d-mccaffery
https://www.penncapital-star.com/campaigns-elections/spending-around-pa-supreme-court-race-set-a-new-record-surpassing-19-5-million/
https://www.spotlightpa.org/news/2023/11/pennsylvania-election-results-abortion-supreme-court-spending/
https://penncapital-star.com/blog/crunching-the-numbers-comparing-the-pa-supreme-court-elections-of-2023-and-2021/
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In the election, McCaffery flipped three counties essential to his success: Berks, Bucks, 
and Dauphin Counties. Notably, in Bucks County, McCaffery won by over 10% compared 
to Brobson winning by 2.3% in 2021. There was much attention on the influence of 
Philadelphia and its collar counties on the election, but Allegheny County, home to 
Pittsburgh, played a significant role as well. Experts attributed that increased turnout 
to other municipal offices on the ballot such as Philadelphia’s mayoral election and 
Allegheny County’s district attorney and county executive races. Overall, Democratic voters 
exceeded turnout expectations and proved in this election that voters are paying attention 
to state courts in the aftermath of our federal courts rolling back our rights. 

Notable Supreme Court Appointments in 2023 

Michigan

There were 20 state supreme court vacancies filled by appointment in 2023. Of the 
vacancies, 11 were appointed by Democratic governors and nine by Republican governors. 
Governors have effectively remade their state’s highest benches in two states: In Florida, 
Gov. Ron DeSantis (R) has appointed five out of seven of justices on the court, and in New 
Jersey, Gov. Phil Murphy (D) has nominated four of the seven justices on that court.

Justice Kyra 
Harris Bolden Justice Kyra Harris Bolden was sworn into the Michigan Supreme 

Court on January 1, 2023. She was appointed to the court by Gov. 
Gretchen Whitmer (D) after running unsuccessfully for a seat on 
the court in 2022 against incumbent Justice Brian Zahra. She is 
the first Black woman to sit on the court. Prior to joining the court, 
Bolden practiced as a criminal defense attorney and a civil litigator 
and clerked for the Honorable John A. Murphy of the Wayne 
County Third Circuit Court. She was elected to the Michigan House 
of Representatives in 2018 and sworn into office in 2019. While 
serving in the legislature, Bolden sat on the Judiciary Committee, 
working to enact criminal justice reforms and legislation to protect 
survivors of sexual violence. 

Chief Justice Bridget Mary McCormack announced in mid-
September of 2022 that she would retire from the Michigan 
Supreme Court two years into her second eight-year term. This 
created Whitmer’s first opportunity to appoint a justice to the 
court. On November 22, Whitmer announced her intention to 
appoint Rep. Bolden to fill the vacancy. Bolden must run in a 
special election in November 2024 to fill the remainder of the 
term, which expires in 2028. 

https://penncapital-star.com/blog/crunching-the-numbers-comparing-the-pa-supreme-court-elections-of-2023-and-2021/
https://penncapital-star.com/voting/allegheny-and-philadelphia-counties-spurred-higher-than-usual-turnout-for-an-off-year-election/
https://www.tampabay.com/news/florida-politics/2023/05/23/desantis-florida-supreme-court-conservative-meredith-sasso/#:~:text=Sasso%20will%20join%20Chief%20Justice,Charlie%20Crist.
https://newjerseyglobe.com/judiciary/michael-noriega-confirmed-by-senate-becoming-first-public-defender-on-supreme-court/
https://www.courts.michigan.gov/courts/supreme-court/justices/justice-kyra-h.-bolden/
https://www.courts.michigan.gov/courts/supreme-court/justices/justice-kyra-h.-bolden/
https://www.courts.michigan.gov/courts/supreme-court/justices/justice-kyra-h.-bolden/
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New York

Judge Rowan
Wilson A vacancy was created on New York’s highest court when 

longtime New York Court of Appeals Chief Judge Janet DiFiore 
resigned in August 2022 amidst allegations of abusing her 
influence. In New York, nominees for the Court of Appeals are 
chosen by the governor from a list compiled by the Commission 
on Judicial Nomination. Gov. Kathy Hochul (D) was forced to 
nominate a new candidate to become chief judge after the Senate 
Judiciary Committee and later the full Senate voted to reject the 
nomination of Hochul’s first choice, Presiding Supreme Court 
Justice Hector LaSalle. Opposition groups and many senators 
themselves took issue with LaSalle’s conservative opinions in 
cases regarding labor rights, abortion, the environment, and 
criminal justice. Hochul then nominated Associate Judge Rowan 
Wilson for the chief judgeship. Wilson has a demonstrated 
record of commitment to civil rights, worker protections, and 
access to justice in the penal system. Wilson’s elevation to the 
chief judgeship created an associate judge vacancy on the court, 
to which Hochul nominated attorney Caitlin J. Halligan. Both 
nominees were confirmed. Court watchers have since noted a 
shift away from the more recent conservative rulings from the 
state’s highest court. 

New York Court of Appeals Chief Judge Rowan D. Wilson was 
first nominated and confirmed as an associate judge of the Court 
of Appeals in 2017, where he served until he was nominated to 
the chief judgeship in 2023. He had worked as an associate and 
partner for the previous 31 years at Cravath, Swaine & Moore 
in New York City, litigating numerous corporate and pro bono 
matters and serving as trustee for the Lawyers Committee for Civil 
Rights Under Law and the National Center for Law and Economic 
Justice. He also served for over two decades as chairman of 
the Neighborhood Defender Service of Harlem, providing 
community-based public legal representation in Harlem.

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.everyaction.com%2Fk%2F62293764%2F402990748%2F1586616277%3Fnvep%3Dew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwNy8xLzg5NTA0IiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogIjhhOTVhOWU3LThiZTMtZWQxMS04ZThiLTAwMjI0ODMyZWI3MyIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAiZXJpbi5idXRsZXJAYWZqLm9yZyINCn0%253D%26hmac%3DmRiJ4zFwCTlBFq1-2eOxGvK5Omljcxws8GvqMFu9Rxg%3D%26emci%3D9c96e704-c8e2-ed11-8e8b-00224832eb73%26emdi%3D8a95a9e7-8be3-ed11-8e8b-00224832eb73%26ceid%3D27705414&data=05%7C01%7Cerin.butler%40afj.org%7Cc60d6809e80f4dba1d9008db45afe709%7Ce88300319c4b42a7b1d65164b67a40b9%7C0%7C0%7C638180394104707716%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ioGd7UDMPXhk%2FsyS3%2FWYaguMcJLIaLAu9XilXLMnrrk%3D&reserved=0
https://www.nycourts.gov/ctapps/jwilson.htm
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Judge Caitlin J. 
Halligan Associate Judge of the Court of Appeals Caitlin J. Halligan was 

nominated and confirmed to the state’s highest court in 2023. 
Prior to joining the court, she worked in private practice at several 
law firms in New York City, where she was a partner and oversaw 
the firm’s appellate and pro bono practices. She also served as 
general counsel to the Manhattan district attorney and worked 
in the New York attorney general’s office, including as solicitor 
general of New York.

New Jersey

Justice Michael 
Noriega Justice Michael Noriega joined the New Jersey Supreme Court in 

July 2023 through nomination by Gov. Phil Murphy (D). Noriega 
was nominated to fill the vacancy left by the retirement of 
Justice Barry Albin. In New Jersey, judicial nominations must be 
confirmed by the state senate. During his confirmation hearing, 
Noriega gained wide bipartisan support and was confirmed in 
a unanimous vote. Noriega is the third Latinx person to join the 
supreme court but is the only sitting Latinx justice. He will serve 
a seven-year term, and to remain on the bench, Noriega must be 
renominated by the governor and reconfirmed by the state senate. 

Noriega began his legal career as a public defender and is the first 
ever former public defender to serve on the state’s highest court. 
He then practiced law at his own private practice firm for six years 
until moving to Bramnick, Rodriguez, Grabas, Arnold, and Mangan 
in Scotch Plains. At both firms, Noriega focused on immigration 
and criminal law.  

https://www.nycourts.gov/ctapps/jhalligan.htm
https://www.njcourts.gov/public/museum/meet-the-justices/associate-justice-michael-noriega
https://newjerseyglobe.com/judiciary/noriega-has-the-votes-to-win-senate-confirmation-to-supreme-court/
https://newjerseyglobe.com/judiciary/michael-noriega-confirmed-by-senate-becoming-first-public-defender-on-supreme-court/
https://newjerseyglobe.com/judiciary/michael-noriega-confirmed-by-senate-becoming-first-public-defender-on-supreme-court/
https://newjerseyglobe.com/judiciary/michael-noriega-confirmed-by-senate-becoming-first-public-defender-on-supreme-court/
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Oregon

Minnesota

Justice Aruna 
Masih Justice Aruna Masih joined the Oregon Supreme Court in September 

of 2023 following an appointment by Gov. Tina Kotek (D) to fill the 
vacancy due to the appointment of former Justice Adrienne Nelson 
to the federal bench on the U.S. District Court for the District of 
Oregon. With her appointment to the bench, Masih is Oregon’s first 
Indian-American and South Asian justice. To remain on the bench, 
Masih must run for re-election for a full four-year term later this year.  

Masih worked in private practice before joining the bench. She 
primarily focused on civil rights and labor and employment law 
on the employee and plaintiffs’ side and dedicated her career to 
protecting the civil rights of Oregonians.    

After a 13-year tenure, Minnesota Supreme Court Chief Justice Lorie 
Gildea announced in June 2023 that she would step down as chief 
justice that October. Gov. Tim Walz (D) appointed sitting Associate 
Justice Natalie Hudson to be the next chief justice. She is the first 
Black person to serve in the role. To fill the vacancy created by 
Hudson’s elevation, Walz appointed his office’s general counsel, Karl 
Procaccini, to Hudson’s seat. Both Hudson and Procaccini must run 
for re-election in 2024 to remain on the bench for a full six-year term. 
Chief Justice Natalie E. Hudson was appointed in 2023 to a  
term as chief justice of the Minnesota Supreme Court ending in 
2025. She first joined the supreme court in 2015 and was  
re-elected in 2016 and 2022. She previously served on the Minnesota 
Court of Appeals, in the office of the Minnesota attorney general, 
as the city attorney for the city of St. Paul, and as assistant dean 
of student affairs at Hamline University School of Law. She also 
practiced employment law and general civil litigation and practiced 
housing law as a staff attorney with Southern Minnesota Regional 
Legal Services. She has served on the Implementation Committee 
on Multicultural Diversity and Racial Fairness in the Courts, the 
Minnesota Supreme Court Racial Bias Task Force, and the Minnesota 
Legal Services Planning Committee.

Justice Natalie  
E. Hudson 

https://www.courts.oregon.gov/courts/Pages/bio.aspx?person=196
https://oregoncapitalchronicle.com/2023/08/16/kotek-appoints-portland-labor-attorney-aruna-masih-to-oregon-supreme-court/
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.everyaction.com%2Fk%2F70629256%2F429918816%2F2013769848%3Fid%3D2227%26nvep%3Dew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwNy8xLzg5NTA0IiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogIjM1NWE5ZWYzLTA2NWYtZWUxMS05OTM3LTAwMjI0ODMyZWI3MyIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAiZXJpbi5idXRsZXJAYWZqLm9yZyINCn0%253D%26hmac%3DDWx4NVin-4D-J4ZIpKTUTJXYXldCD40SVLaTGSqKmp8%3D%26emci%3D2fac55a3-285e-ee11-9937-00224832eb73%26emdi%3D355a9ef3-065f-ee11-9937-00224832eb73%26ceid%3D27705414&data=05%7C01%7Cerin.butler%40afj.org%7C2abe2177a20c49c8835808dbc12ae2b7%7Ce88300319c4b42a7b1d65164b67a40b9%7C0%7C0%7C638316162201828397%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=n23cEX5Rw6mp9MkiVjJyrWTeMNG2Ye2X4UhvHGsTXTk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.everyaction.com%2Fk%2F70629258%2F429918818%2F2013769848%3Fid%3D2256%26nvep%3Dew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwNy8xLzg5NTA0IiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogIjM1NWE5ZWYzLTA2NWYtZWUxMS05OTM3LTAwMjI0ODMyZWI3MyIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAiZXJpbi5idXRsZXJAYWZqLm9yZyINCn0%253D%26hmac%3DDWx4NVin-4D-J4ZIpKTUTJXYXldCD40SVLaTGSqKmp8%3D%26emci%3D2fac55a3-285e-ee11-9937-00224832eb73%26emdi%3D355a9ef3-065f-ee11-9937-00224832eb73%26ceid%3D27705414&data=05%7C01%7Cerin.butler%40afj.org%7C2abe2177a20c49c8835808dbc12ae2b7%7Ce88300319c4b42a7b1d65164b67a40b9%7C0%7C0%7C638316162201828397%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nUGSk5Zpbo6C96FU5eV61ZuvoM3%2FbxX4p6XLi7o62TM%3D&reserved=0
https://www.mncourts.gov/About-The-Courts/Overview/JudicialDirectory/Bio.aspx?jid=1571
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Justice Karl 
Procaccini Associate Justice Karl Procaccini was appointed to the Minnesota 

Supreme Court in 2023 to a term expiring in 2025. He previously 
served as general counsel and deputy chief of staff in the Office 
of the Governor and Lieutenant Governor of Minnesota. He also 
worked in private practice and taught at the University of St. 
Thomas School of Law and William Mitchell College of Law. 

North Carolina

Justice Allison 
Riggs Justice Allison Riggs first joined the North Carolina Supreme 

Court in 2023 by appointment from Gov. Roy Cooper (D). Riggs 
was appointed to the North Carolina Supreme Court to fill a 
vacancy left by the retirement of Justice Michael Morgan, who 
made an unsuccessful bid for governor of North Carolina in 
early 2024. To remain on the court, Riggs must be re-elected in 
a partisan election in November. Before her appointment to the 
supreme court, Riggs served as a judge on the North Carolina 
Court of Appeals, where she was appointed in 2022 by Cooper. 
For 14 years before her appointment to the court of appeals, 
Riggs was the co-executive director and chief voting rights 
counsel for the Southern Coalition for Social Justice.

Ethics in the Spotlight

National news about U.S. Supreme Court Justice Clarence Thomas’s mortgages, favors, 
trips, and plane rides courtesy of conservative billionaire Harlan Crow has exposed the 
deep vulnerabilities of our federal and state judicial ethics laws, commissions, and codes. 
Thomas’s corruption has only increased scrutiny of our judiciary and strengthened calls 
for renewed ethics laws. These ethical checks are necessary to ensure that our courts 
are fair and accessible. However, in Wisconsin and North Carolina, these processes and 
commissions have been weaponized to harm judges that don’t fall in line with partisan 
interests, and in other states, the system has been gamed by partisan actors attempting to 
push through their agendas with few checks on their power. 

https://www.mncourts.gov/About-The-Courts/Overview/JudicialDirectory/Bio.aspx?jid=1946
https://www.nccourts.gov/judicial-directory/allison-riggs
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Wisconsin

Justice Janet 
Protasiewicz Following the election of Justice Janet Protasiewicz to the 

Wisconsin Supreme Court and the subsequent switch of 
partisan control of that court from conservative to liberal, a case 
challenging Wisconsin’s GOP-drawn congressional maps was 
filed in state courts. But before Protasiewicz could even hear the 
case, legislative Republicans threatened impeachment against 
her due to comments she made on the campaign trail calling the 
maps rigged. In response, Protasiewicz shared a letter from the 
Wisconsin Judicial Commission, which stated that complaints 
filed against her for those remarks had been dismissed.  

Despite the dismissal from the commission, conservative 
legislators did not stop their crusade against her, and Assembly 
Speaker Robin Vos formed a secret investigatory panel of former 
supreme court justices to advise him on the impeachment 
criteria needed against Protasiewicz. In response to the panel, 
watchdog group American Oversight filed a lawsuit alleging 
the investigatory panel violated the state’s open meetings law. 
Subsequently, the former justices who were involved revealed 
themselves except for former justice Patience Roggensack, 
whose identity was revealed in the court filings. Despite having 
been advised against an impeachment campaign by the former 
justices, Vos still refused to retreat from his threats.

Ultimately, Vos backed down from his impeachment crusade 
when it failed to gain the support of other legislators, but his 
withdrawal is probably the result of missing a deadline from 
which Republicans would benefit. A state law stipulates that 
if the justice had been removed prior to December 1, 2023, her 
successor would have had to immediately face a spring 2024 
election to maintain their seat, which would have coincided 
with the state’s Republican primary election and benefited 
the Republican challenger. Because they missed that deadline 
to remove Protasiewicz from the court, her Democratically-
appointed successor would instead not have to stand for election 
until 2031, thus accomplishing little to change the political 
balance of the court in the short term.

https://www.nytimes.com/2023/09/06/us/politics/justice-protasiewicz-impeachment-wisconsin.html?smid=nytcore-android-share&emci=67c17d05-ee77-ee11-b004-00224832eb73&emdi=e6114548-2578-ee11-b004-00224832eb73&ceid=27705414
https://wisconsinexaminer.com/brief/vos-says-republicans-may-consider-impeaching-protasiewicz-over-redistricting-comments/?emci=17ee9356-2f8e-ee11-8924-6045bdd47111&emdi=2722692a-958f-ee11-8925-002248223f36&ceid=27705414
https://apnews.com/article/wisconsin-supreme-court-impeach-865fadb85762b0039490f218da3b8db8?emci=2fac55a3-285e-ee11-9937-00224832eb73&emdi=355a9ef3-065f-ee11-9937-00224832eb73&ceid=27705414
https://www.twincities.com/2023/09/14/vos-creates-panel-to-investigate-criteria-for-impeaching-justice-janet-protasiewicz/
https://www.americanoversight.org/american-oversight-files-open-meetings-lawsuit-against-speaker-vos-secret-impeachment-panel?emci=17ee9356-2f8e-ee11-8924-6045bdd47111&emdi=2722692a-958f-ee11-8925-002248223f36&ceid=27705414
https://apnews.com/article/wisconsin-supreme-court-impeachment-redistricting-ec3bc08fa19adbd9f1b49a7359b94ffa?emci=67c17d05-ee77-ee11-b004-00224832eb73&emdi=e6114548-2578-ee11-b004-00224832eb73&ceid=27705414
https://upnorthnewswi.com/2023/10/12/even-after-conservative-former-justices-warn-against-it-vos-may-still-try-to-impeach-protasiewicz/?emci=17ee9356-2f8e-ee11-8924-6045bdd47111&emdi=2722692a-958f-ee11-8925-002248223f36&ceid=27705414
https://apnews.com/article/wisconsin-supreme-court-impeachment-redistricting-8dca0b05b729b92b39e7d16eb047249d?emci=00e7294f-43b0-ee11-bea1-0022482237da&emdi=5f733cf5-c1b0-ee11-bea1-0022482237da&ceid=27705414


     A L L I A N C E  F O R  J U S T I C E  A C T I O N  C A M P A I G N   |   S T A T E  O F  J U S T I C E  2 0 2 4   | 1 7

North Carolina

Justice Anita Earls
Over the summer of 2023, North Carolina Supreme Court 
Justice Anita Earls, the court’s only Black woman, made a 
statement in an interview with Law360 about the lack of racial 
diversity in the state’s judiciary and the resulting impact that 
has on implicit biases in the courts. The North Carolina Judicial 
Standards Commission opened an investigation against Earls 
because of her comments, claiming they undermined public 
confidence in the integrity and impartiality of the judiciary. Earls 
then filed a federal lawsuit against the commission for chilling 
her First Amendment free speech rights. As a result, dozens of 
groups and law professors rallied around and supported Earls 
throughout the investigation. 

Republican-appointed Judge William Osteen denied Earls’ 
request for a preliminary injunction against the commission 
that would have halted the investigation while the lawsuit was 
pending. Earls then pursued an appeal of the injunction.

Ultimately, the commission halted its sham campaign against 
Earls in early 2024. As a result, Earls also withdrew her federal 
lawsuit. However, the investigation was revealed to be part of a 
political play by North Carolina’s top judicial conservative, Chief 
Justice Paul Newby, when he made a critical change to the Court 
of Appeals right before the conclusion of the investigation. On 
January 1, 2024, Judge Donna Stroud, the former chief judge 
of the statewide North Carolina Court of Appeals, was swiftly 
removed from her position and replaced with Chief Judge Chris 
Dillon. Of note, Dillon most recently served as the chair of the 
Judicial Standards Commission that launched the ethics crusade 
against Earls. Stroud believes her removal is also part of a larger 
political attack because she had been targeted in the 2022 
election by conservative Justice Phil Berger Jr. In retaliation for 
not supporting his former clerk of court. It is becoming clearer 
under Newby’s leadership that judges that do not fall in line with 
his partisan interests may also have their judicial careers at risk, 
as outlined in this blog post by Alliance for Justice. 

https://www.law360.com/articles/1687516/north-carolina-justice-anita-earls-opens-up-about-diversity
https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2023/08/north-carolina-gop-anita-earls-ethics-case.html?emci=2fac55a3-285e-ee11-9937-00224832eb73&emdi=355a9ef3-065f-ee11-9937-00224832eb73&ceid=27705414
https://www.cnn.com/2023/09/04/us/anita-earls-lawsuit-diversity-statements-reaj/index.html?emci=17ee9356-2f8e-ee11-8924-6045bdd47111&emdi=2722692a-958f-ee11-8925-002248223f36&ceid=27705414
https://www.carolinajournal.com/civil-rights-groups-legal-ethics-professors-back-earls-federal-first-amendment-case/
https://advancementproject.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/AD-copy-for-News-Observer.pdf
https://www.reuters.com/legal/legalindustry/north-carolina-justice-loses-bid-block-diversity-critique-ethics-probe-2023-11-22/?emci=17ee9356-2f8e-ee11-8924-6045bdd47111&emdi=2722692a-958f-ee11-8925-002248223f36&ceid=27705414#:~:text=Pressly%20Millen%2C%20a%20lawyer%20for%20Earls%20at%20Womble%20Bond%20Dickinson%2C%20vowed%20an%20appeal%20to%20the%204th%20U.S.%20Circuit%20Court%20of%20Appeals.
https://www.carolinajournal.com/earls-seeks-emergency-injunction-as-she-appeals-to-4th-circuit-in-first-amendment-suit/?emci=a840a882-e695-ee11-8925-002248223f36&emdi=cc646f76-6a98-ee11-8925-002248223f36&ceid=27705414
https://afj.org/article/conservative-majority-on-north-carolina-supreme-court-exerts-power-to-impose-agenda/
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Notable Recent State 
Supreme Court Cases
Criminal Justice 

Death Penalty

Mississippi 
In Re: Mississippi Rules of Criminal Procedure (April 13, 2023) 
The Mississippi Supreme Court strengthened the rights of defendants in criminal cases by 
establishing a constitutional right to legal representation through every stage of their trial.  

Illinois 
Rowe v. Raoul (July 18, 2023) 
The Illinois Supreme Court affirmed the constitutionality of a new law that ended cash bail 
as a condition of pretrial release in the state, allowing the law to take effect.  

Michigan 
People of Michigan v. James Robert Crumbley (October 3, 2023) 
In a historic decision, the Michigan Supreme Court ordered a married couple to stand trial 
on four counts each of involuntary manslaughter in connection with four murders their son 
committed during a school shooting. The parents were convicted on all charges in separate 
trials in February and March of 2024. 

Alabama 
In re: Kenneth Eugene Smith v. State of Alabama (November 1, 2023) 
The Alabama Supreme Court gave the state permission to move forward with a novel 
method known as nitrogen hypoxia in the execution of Kenneth Smith, a death row 
petitioner who had survived a previous effort by the state to execute him using lethal 
injection. The state used nitrogen hypoxia to execute Smith in January of 2024. 

North Carolina 
North Carolina v. Tucker (December 15, 2023) 
The North Carolina Supreme Court denied a death row petitioner’s post-conviction motion 
to vacate his conviction and death sentence, ruling that the evidence of discrimination 
during his jury selection process that he sought to present was barred because he hadn’t 
presented it in previous appeals. 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.everyaction.com%2Fk%2F62293773%2F402990757%2F669206083%3Fnvep%3Dew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwNy8xLzg5NTA0IiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogIjhhOTVhOWU3LThiZTMtZWQxMS04ZThiLTAwMjI0ODMyZWI3MyIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAiZXJpbi5idXRsZXJAYWZqLm9yZyINCn0%253D%26hmac%3DmRiJ4zFwCTlBFq1-2eOxGvK5Omljcxws8GvqMFu9Rxg%3D%26emci%3D9c96e704-c8e2-ed11-8e8b-00224832eb73%26emdi%3D8a95a9e7-8be3-ed11-8e8b-00224832eb73%26ceid%3D27705414&data=05%7C01%7Cerin.butler%40afj.org%7Cc60d6809e80f4dba1d9008db45afe709%7Ce88300319c4b42a7b1d65164b67a40b9%7C0%7C0%7C638180394104863954%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KHLaLTT27MiJ1RfCcvRbUp2cXBqpJzdqwl55WmqD5yw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.everyaction.com%2Fk%2F67028967%2F418411149%2F-168067984%3Fnvep%3Dew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwNy8xLzg5NTA0IiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogIjk1YzBjOTYzLTJkMmItZWUxMS1iOGYwLTAwMjI0ODMyZWI3MyIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAiZXJpbi5idXRsZXJAYWZqLm9yZyINCn0%253D%26hmac%3DDQRR7yjvdFO3Zq36CI3eLsqcK-ILFNlg67F_qtU9hM4%3D%26emci%3D4be0c092-192b-ee11-b8f0-00224832eb73%26emdi%3D95c0c963-2d2b-ee11-b8f0-00224832eb73%26ceid%3D27705414&data=05%7C01%7Cerin.butler%40afj.org%7Cfd92b89446444a88112608db8d515469%7Ce88300319c4b42a7b1d65164b67a40b9%7C0%7C0%7C638259152709467352%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Do4sgrDsA5CV4zT5nfxEg2tL0YxhZYGCXgu1ujWA0s8%3D&reserved=0
https://www.courts.michigan.gov/4934ec/siteassets/case-documents/uploads/sct/public/orders/165667_77_01.pdf?emci=67c17d05-ee77-ee11-b004-00224832eb73&emdi=e6114548-2578-ee11-b004-00224832eb73&ceid=27705414
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/two-trials-2-convictions-unusual-case-ethan-crumbleys-parents-ended-hi-rcna143568
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.everyaction.com%2Fk%2F76928894%2F448820987%2F1297689784%3Fnvep%3Dew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwNy8xLzg5NTA0IiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogIjVmNzMzY2Y1LWMxYjAtZWUxMS1iZWExLTAwMjI0ODIyMzdkYSIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAiZXJpbi5idXRsZXJAYWZqLm9yZyINCn0%253D%26hmac%3DcpWMtebaOduxa_YrtE_HB6EUgiY3G4JPQmF0dXxKS3A%3D%26emci%3D00e7294f-43b0-ee11-bea1-0022482237da%26emdi%3D5f733cf5-c1b0-ee11-bea1-0022482237da%26ceid%3D27705414%23%3A~%3Atext%3D11%2F01%2F2023%25205%2Cdissent.%2520Wise%252C%2520J.%252C%2520recuses.)&data=05%7C02%7Cerin.butler%40afj.org%7C71ecce8553ea4d1439ad08dc12e5e6e0%7Ce88300319c4b42a7b1d65164b67a40b9%7C0%7C0%7C638406025847646434%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9ToJ%2FjdhW4pQnJkJKUlSp9yM9q5Ns1gdujUuE21Bkw8%3D&reserved=0
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Democracy and Voting Rights

North Carolina 
Harper v. Hall (April 28, 2023) 
The North Carolina Supreme Court’s new conservative majority overruled its previous 
decision that had found the state’s congressional district map was an unconstitutional 
partisan gerrymander. 

North Carolina 
Holmes v. Moore (April 28, 2023) 
The North Carolina Supreme Court’s new conservative majority overruled its previous 
decision to block a racially discriminatory voter ID law.  

Ohio 
State ex rel. DeBlase v. Ohio Ballot Board (June 1, 2023) 
The Ohio Supreme Court ordered the state’s ballot board to certify a citizen-initiated 
petition that proposed a constitutional amendment to protect the right to an abortion prior 
to fetal viability.  

Ohio  
State ex rel. One Person One Vote v. LaRose (June 16, 2023) 
The Ohio Supreme Court allowed the state to hold a special election asking voters to 
consider a legislatively referred ballot question that would raise the threshold for the 
passage of proposed constitutional amendments to 60% instead of a simple majority of 50% 
plus one. The proposal was defeated at the ballot box.  

Minnesota 
Growe, et al. v. Simon (October 13, 2023) 
The Minnesota Supreme Court dismissed a lawsuit that asked the court to bar former 
President Donald Trump from that state’s ballots as a candidate for president in 2024, citing 
the U.S. Constitution’s Insurrection Act. 

Missouri 
State of Missouri ex rel. Basinger v. Ashcroft (November 21, 2023) 
The Missouri Supreme Court refused to allow the secretary of state to approve language for 
an initiative petition to protect abortion rights in the state’s constitution because the ballot 
summaries contained impermissible politically partisan language.  

New York 
Hoffmann v. New York State Independent Redistricting Commission (December 12, 2023) 
The New York Court of Appeals ordered the state’s Independent Redistricting Commission 
to redraw its congressional district map after finding that the current map violates the 
rights of New York voters because it was not drawn by the commission. 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.everyaction.com%2Fk%2F64038070%2F408823316%2F463561217%3Fc%3D1%26pdf%3D42284%26nvep%3Dew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwNy8xLzg5NTA0IiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogIjBiNTVjYTZmLTA5ZmYtZWQxMS05MDdjLTAwMjI0ODMyZWI3MyIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAiZXJpbi5idXRsZXJAYWZqLm9yZyINCn0%253D%26hmac%3DgFFd1UHY-8LXA0qOvieRgYmbPCyf7AIRheLQdzinJ68%3D%26emci%3D242e39d4-f7fe-ed11-907c-00224832eb73%26emdi%3D0b55ca6f-09ff-ed11-907c-00224832eb73%26ceid%3D27705414&data=05%7C01%7Cerin.butler%40afj.org%7C6f920b081cac466a549808db612d72a8%7Ce88300319c4b42a7b1d65164b67a40b9%7C0%7C0%7C638210620049042351%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jv%2FyTRoXwpK61eKFuJZqmnP6fWKgIyfl1ve96Rgp5xU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.everyaction.com%2Fk%2F64038071%2F408823317%2F463561217%3Fc%3D1%26pdf%3D42280%26nvep%3Dew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwNy8xLzg5NTA0IiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogIjBiNTVjYTZmLTA5ZmYtZWQxMS05MDdjLTAwMjI0ODMyZWI3MyIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAiZXJpbi5idXRsZXJAYWZqLm9yZyINCn0%253D%26hmac%3DgFFd1UHY-8LXA0qOvieRgYmbPCyf7AIRheLQdzinJ68%3D%26emci%3D242e39d4-f7fe-ed11-907c-00224832eb73%26emdi%3D0b55ca6f-09ff-ed11-907c-00224832eb73%26ceid%3D27705414&data=05%7C01%7Cerin.butler%40afj.org%7C6f920b081cac466a549808db612d72a8%7Ce88300319c4b42a7b1d65164b67a40b9%7C0%7C0%7C638210620049042351%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=szYRQqy%2FyHGI2YocIgfV8p%2B5eioVUxK2M44eCxnKbbg%3D&reserved=0
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https://apnews.com/article/ohio-abortion-rights-constitutional-amendment-special-election-227cde039f8d51723612878525164f1a
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Colorado 
Anderson v. Griswold (December 19, 2023) 
The Colorado Supreme Court ruled that former President Donald Trump is ineligible 
to appear on primary ballots as a presidential candidate because he helped incite an 
insurrection at the U.S. Capitol on January 6, 2021. The ruling was overturned by the U.S. 
Supreme Court after an appeal from the Trump campaign. 

Wisconsin 
Clarke v. Wisconsin Election Commission (December 22, 2023) 
The Wisconsin Supreme Court ordered the state legislature to draw new apportionment 
maps in time for use in the 2024 election cycle for its state Assembly and Senate districts 
because some of the districts in the current maps are non-contiguous in violation of the 
state constitution.  

Education

Environment

Washington 
Wahkiakum School District v. State of Washington (September 7, 2023) 
The Washington Supreme Court ruled against a rural school district seeking additional 
funding from the state to supplement the cost of construction and building maintenance.   

Maryland 
Bradford v. Maryland State Board of Education (October 24, 2023) 
The Maryland Supreme Court declined to hear a lawsuit challenging the funding scheme for 
Baltimore city schools before it can be heard by the Appellate Court of Maryland. 

Wisconsin 
Underwood v. Vos (December 13, 2023) 
The Wisconsin Supreme Court declined to hear a lawsuit that sought to have the state’s 
taxpayer-financed system for funding independent charter schools and school voucher 
programs declared unconstitutional. 

Hawaii
City and County of Honolulu, et. al v. Sunoco LP, et. al (October 31, 2023) 
The Hawaii Supreme Court allowed the City and County of Honolulu to proceed with a 
lawsuit against numerous fossil fuel companies, which alleges that the companies have 
engaged in deceptive marketing practices to hide the impacts of climate change and 
seeks to hold them financially liable. The companies have appealed the decision to the 
U.S. Supreme Court.
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https://wscca.wicourts.gov/appealHistory.xsl?caseNo=2023AP001896&cacheId=3B43863E9E20F79EBDC3B156024A2CA0&recordCount=1&offset=0&linkOnlyToForm=false&sortDirection=DESC#:~:text=Opinion%3A%20Miscellaneous%20Order,accepted%20for%20filing.
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.everyaction.com%2Fk%2F74292067%2F441201433%2F71738377%3Fnvep%3Dew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwNy8xLzg5NTA0IiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogIjI3MjI2OTJhLTk1OGYtZWUxMS04OTI1LTAwMjI0ODIyM2YzNiIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAiZXJpbi5idXRsZXJAYWZqLm9yZyINCn0%253D%26hmac%3DcIL9-DpHYwUTlBYAc59ZaLDcW8ft3oXbg0FdnuMSalo%3D%26emci%3D17ee9356-2f8e-ee11-8924-6045bdd47111%26emdi%3D2722692a-958f-ee11-8925-002248223f36%26ceid%3D27705414&data=05%7C01%7Cerin.butler%40afj.org%7Cc70be1273283479f67ff08dbf1b93439%7Ce88300319c4b42a7b1d65164b67a40b9%7C0%7C0%7C638369550005858342%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yZXlxX5381Bb2nxWITLbH3F2E2eKCAa4hllMcWMxHQ4%3D&reserved=0
https://www.reuters.com/legal/government/exxon-chevron-ask-us-supreme-court-toss-ruling-honolulu-climate-change-suit-2024-02-28/
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Executive Power & Civil Liberties

Gun Safety

Immigration 

LGBTQ+ Americans

Persons With Disabilities

New Hampshire
ACLU of New Hampshire v. New Hampshire Division of State Police (November 29, 2023) 
The New Hampshire Supreme Court ordered the Division of State Police to release the 
personnel file of a trooper who was fired after he lied repeatedly about his use of illegal 
search methods and caused an innocent woman to spend two weeks in jail.

Illinois
Caulkins v. Pritzker (August 11, 2023) 
The Illinois Supreme Court upheld a statewide ban on assault-style firearms that was 
passed by the legislature in response to a mass shooting in an effort to address the gun 
violence epidemic.

Texas
Renewed Emergency Order Regarding Indigent Defense and the Border 
Security State of Disaster (June 30, 2023) 
The Texas Supreme Court ordered the Texas Indigent Defense Commission to provide 
counsel to represent migrants arrested and charged with jailable misdemeanors if they are 
arrested in a county designated a federal “state of disaster” regarding border security.

Texas
Loe v. Texas (August 31, 2023) 
The Texas Supreme Court reversed a lower court’s stay on a bill that would prohibit 
transgender minors from receiving gender-affirming care and would revoke the license 
of any health care provider prescribing gender-affirming care to minors.

California
Disability Rights California v. Newsom (April 19, 2023) 
The California Supreme Court rejected a challenge to a new court system that allows family 
members, clinicians, first responders, and others close to individuals suffering from severe 
mental illness to petition for treatment referral on their behalf.

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.everyaction.com%2Fk%2F74994426%2F443265377%2F2048582783%3Fnvep%3Dew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwNy8xLzg5NTA0IiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogImNjNjQ2Zjc2LTZhOTgtZWUxMS04OTI1LTAwMjI0ODIyM2YzNiIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAiZXJpbi5idXRsZXJAYWZqLm9yZyINCn0%253D%26hmac%3Dji7iOHfKSWJeTSdPY7vLNNZfm4M3C03tZevLb8_4Tuk%3D%26emci%3Da840a882-e695-ee11-8925-002248223f36%26emdi%3Dcc646f76-6a98-ee11-8925-002248223f36%26ceid%3D27705414&data=05%7C02%7Cerin.butler%40afj.org%7C74085859258a42bd0b5608dbfa8e7b54%7Ce88300319c4b42a7b1d65164b67a40b9%7C0%7C0%7C638379262097660456%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=0qTfksbRfRr0qW%2Bj5lBJkqdT5%2BeBmNYXyJPdislLif8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.everyaction.com%2Fk%2F68499475%2F423222321%2F946927559%3Fnvep%3Dew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwNy8xLzg5NTA0IiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogImQ2MjhkYjdhLTI2NDEtZWUxMS1hM2YxLTAwMjI0ODMyZWI3MyIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAiZXJpbi5idXRsZXJAYWZqLm9yZyINCn0%253D%26hmac%3DUeeRj6Fc9p1vGRfV_3KDTDyqRj6BzhJG9pwRtL1wcbs%3D%26emci%3Dbeb4e56e-5640-ee11-a3f1-00224832eb73%26emdi%3Dd628db7a-2641-ee11-a3f1-00224832eb73%26ceid%3D27705414&data=05%7C01%7Cerin.butler%40afj.org%7C0531d73d1083405844bf08dba34a6a5c%7Ce88300319c4b42a7b1d65164b67a40b9%7C0%7C0%7C638283312267702290%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=iMXsGCtaD4ljbPpJu%2BLaOhYA2WMvXdc4ThZnCrJMnXw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.everyaction.com%2Fk%2F73429795%2F438464413%2F-1339165417%3Fnvep%3Dew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwNy8xLzg5NTA0IiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogIjM0YTA1N2UxLTAyODQtZWUxMS04OTI1LTAwMjI0ODMyZTgxMSIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAiZXJpbi5idXRsZXJAYWZqLm9yZyINCn0%253D%26hmac%3DSn3ZNwRuq_3oaSbq_-bYo8m7OjJ9gjB9JuMNoYEnftE%3D%26emci%3D6308292b-d783-ee11-8925-00224832e811%26emdi%3D34a057e1-0284-ee11-8925-00224832e811%26ceid%3D27705414&data=05%7C01%7Cerin.butler%40afj.org%7C01be42c5ccb2431ba38d08dbe626d240%7Ce88300319c4b42a7b1d65164b67a40b9%7C0%7C0%7C638356826663875874%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VVmh14TCAsGMWnkDsIGzsFbKdVpg%2FAnz399SO24DbIs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.everyaction.com%2Fk%2F73429795%2F438464413%2F-1339165417%3Fnvep%3Dew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwNy8xLzg5NTA0IiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogIjM0YTA1N2UxLTAyODQtZWUxMS04OTI1LTAwMjI0ODMyZTgxMSIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAiZXJpbi5idXRsZXJAYWZqLm9yZyINCn0%253D%26hmac%3DSn3ZNwRuq_3oaSbq_-bYo8m7OjJ9gjB9JuMNoYEnftE%3D%26emci%3D6308292b-d783-ee11-8925-00224832e811%26emdi%3D34a057e1-0284-ee11-8925-00224832e811%26ceid%3D27705414&data=05%7C01%7Cerin.butler%40afj.org%7C01be42c5ccb2431ba38d08dbe626d240%7Ce88300319c4b42a7b1d65164b67a40b9%7C0%7C0%7C638356826663875874%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=VVmh14TCAsGMWnkDsIGzsFbKdVpg%2FAnz399SO24DbIs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.everyaction.com%2Fk%2F70629292%2F429918858%2F656216558%3FMediaVersionID%3D293b3ed0-3178-4fef-8ad2-58184c038bd8%26coa%3Dcossup%26DT%3DMOTION%2520TO%2520STAY%2520DISP%26MediaID%3D452d6974-f2e2-4d3e-9fc8-3366b0e39d6c%26nvep%3Dew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwNy8xLzg5NTA0IiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogIjM1NWE5ZWYzLTA2NWYtZWUxMS05OTM3LTAwMjI0ODMyZWI3MyIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAiZXJpbi5idXRsZXJAYWZqLm9yZyINCn0%253D%26hmac%3DDWx4NVin-4D-J4ZIpKTUTJXYXldCD40SVLaTGSqKmp8%3D%26emci%3D2fac55a3-285e-ee11-9937-00224832eb73%26emdi%3D355a9ef3-065f-ee11-9937-00224832eb73%26ceid%3D27705414&data=05%7C01%7Cerin.butler%40afj.org%7C2abe2177a20c49c8835808dbc12ae2b7%7Ce88300319c4b42a7b1d65164b67a40b9%7C0%7C0%7C638316162202140882%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=B%2FbbmUuSPiKpazfCxlGjoj79W1zahF04UdYX%2BdPAgck%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.everyaction.com%2Fk%2F62293771%2F402990755%2F-595399346%3Fdist%3D0%26doc_id%3D2483296%26doc_no%3DS278330%26request_token%3DNiIwLSEmLkw7W1BJSSJdVE9JUEA0UDxTJCBeSzlTMCAgCg%253D%253D%26nvep%3Dew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwNy8xLzg5NTA0IiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogIjhhOTVhOWU3LThiZTMtZWQxMS04ZThiLTAwMjI0ODMyZWI3MyIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAiZXJpbi5idXRsZXJAYWZqLm9yZyINCn0%253D%26hmac%3DmRiJ4zFwCTlBFq1-2eOxGvK5Omljcxws8GvqMFu9Rxg%3D%26emci%3D9c96e704-c8e2-ed11-8e8b-00224832eb73%26emdi%3D8a95a9e7-8be3-ed11-8e8b-00224832eb73%26ceid%3D27705414&data=05%7C01%7Cerin.butler%40afj.org%7Cc60d6809e80f4dba1d9008db45afe709%7Ce88300319c4b42a7b1d65164b67a40b9%7C0%7C0%7C638180394104863954%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ivyH02oFyo0GD%2FMS2Xc6l4JYWOAWEOzMM%2FRrLhjcj64%3D&reserved=0
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Reproductive Rights 

North Dakota 
Wrigley v. Romanick (March 16, 2023) 
The North Dakota Supreme Court upheld a lower court’s block on the state’s abortion ban 
while a lawsuit challenging the ban’s constitutionality is heard in lower courts.  

Montana 
Weems v. Montana (May 12, 2023) 
The Montana Supreme Court issued a ruling that will allow nurse practitioners and clinicians 
to continue providing abortion care to patients after legislation was enacted to limit the 
practice to medical doctors.  

Oklahoma 
Oklahoma Call for Reproductive Justice v. State of Oklahoma (May 31, 2023) 
The Oklahoma Supreme Court overturned two new statutes that prohibited physicians from 
performing abortions with limited exceptions and created a bounty law to allow citizens to 
sue physicians who provide abortion care.   

South Carolina 
Planned Parenthood South Atlantic, et al. v. State of South Carolina, et al. (August 31, 2023) 
The South Carolina Supreme Court upheld the state’s six-week abortion ban, finding that 
an unborn fetus has a right to life that may outweigh the privacy and autonomy rights of its 
mother.  

Georgia 
State of Georgia v. Sistersong Women of Color Reproductive Justice Collective et al.  
(October 24, 2023) 
The Georgia Supreme Court reinstated the state’s controversial heartbeat bill that prohibits 
abortions after six weeks’ gestation. 

Ohio 
Preterm-Cleveland v. Yost (December 15, 2023) 
The Ohio Supreme Court dismissed a challenge to a stay on the state’s near-total abortion 
ban, acknowledging that the passage of a ballot initiative to enshrine abortion in the state 
constitution made the ban illegal. 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.everyaction.com%2Fk%2F61029890%2F398964941%2F-1079359058%3Fnvep%3Dew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwNy8xLzg5NTA0IiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogIjk3OWExNTdlLWNhY2YtZWQxMS1hOGUwLTAwMjI0ODMyZTgxMSIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAiZXJpbi5idXRsZXJAYWZqLm9yZyINCn0%253D%26hmac%3DWidnGeKK9Xgy8amZvUGiYJMOkrUq1uuiWwdeyPBWpko%3D%26emci%3Dd18d72ba-c4c9-ed11-a8e0-00224832e811%26emdi%3D979a157e-cacf-ed11-a8e0-00224832e811%26ceid%3D27705414&data=05%7C01%7Cerin.butler%40afj.org%7Ce7596fa7afa44c427ecf08db31ee6f81%7Ce88300319c4b42a7b1d65164b67a40b9%7C0%7C0%7C638158672400514641%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2Bhb%2BtFQ795HIdeIwF5e4VKwvk8FvY2O7XNzr71J7y80%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.everyaction.com%2Fk%2F64038069%2F408823315%2F-608483137%3FDocId%3D429865%26nvep%3Dew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwNy8xLzg5NTA0IiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogIjBiNTVjYTZmLTA5ZmYtZWQxMS05MDdjLTAwMjI0ODMyZWI3MyIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAiZXJpbi5idXRsZXJAYWZqLm9yZyINCn0%253D%26hmac%3DgFFd1UHY-8LXA0qOvieRgYmbPCyf7AIRheLQdzinJ68%3D%26emci%3D242e39d4-f7fe-ed11-907c-00224832eb73%26emdi%3D0b55ca6f-09ff-ed11-907c-00224832eb73%26ceid%3D27705414&data=05%7C01%7Cerin.butler%40afj.org%7C6f920b081cac466a549808db612d72a8%7Ce88300319c4b42a7b1d65164b67a40b9%7C0%7C0%7C638210620049042351%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2xNiXxeR5HmcIVsPMNKVKkknhCCz0m2hBW8Dve3ujvA%3D&reserved=0
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https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.everyaction.com%2Fk%2F75649411%2F445323218%2F-508051451%3Fnvep%3Dew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwNy8xLzg5NTA0IiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogImUzNGFlODhhLWViYTAtZWUxMS1iZWExLTAwMjI0ODIyM2YzNiIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAiZXJpbi5idXRsZXJAYWZqLm9yZyINCn0%253D%26hmac%3D2UqyTE2BaKPzHl9o5z2cZYZbZTAV5f-DPzD-r1tb1D0%3D%26emci%3D4bfcabc5-49a0-ee11-bea1-002248223f36%26emdi%3De34ae88a-eba0-ee11-bea1-002248223f36%26ceid%3D27705414&data=05%7C02%7Cerin.butler%40afj.org%7C24b5f90414454359a2df08dc030f9bcd%7Ce88300319c4b42a7b1d65164b67a40b9%7C0%7C0%7C638388612823136212%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=a4RAIi9SEi1PgzMZ9WWU4GPhiF%2BdN%2BIg0Zjq1haWzQ8%3D&reserved=0
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Workers

Alaska
State of Alaska v. Alaska State Employees Association (May 26, 2023) 
The Alaska Supreme Court ruled that an administrative order restricting methods used 
by public employee unions to collect member dues violated both state law and the state’s 
collective bargaining agreements with the unions. The U.S. Supreme Court declined to hear 
a challenge to the ruling.

Pending State Supreme 
Court Decisions in 2024
Democracy and Voting Rights

Environment

Executive Power & Civil Liberties

Pennsylvania
Krasner v. Ward  
The Pennsylvania Supreme Court will decide whether the conduct alleged in articles of 
impeachment filed by Republican state legislators against the progressive Philadelphia 
district attorney actually constitute misconduct in office, and whether statewide officials 
can impeach locally elected officials.

Montana
Held, et al. v. State, et al.  
The Montana Supreme Court ordered state agencies to analyze climate impacts in their 
permitting decisions while it considers state officials’ appeal in a case brought on behalf 
of Montana children for alleged failure to maintain a healthy environment in Montana for 
present and future generations. 

Washington
Potter v. City of Lacey 
The Washington State Supreme Court heard arguments in a case alleging that a 
Washington city violated the state constitution when it enacted a law allowing it to force 
vehicle-sheltered people to leave the city limits.

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.everyaction.com%2Fk%2F65503636%2F413655229%2F-763841124%3Fnvep%3Dew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwNy8xLzg5NTA0IiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogIjEwMTkxNzIyLTE1MTUtZWUxMS1hOWJiLTAwMjI0ODMyZWI3MyIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAiZXJpbi5idXRsZXJAYWZqLm9yZyINCn0%253D%26hmac%3DylKZZ4WowmDS3bXIOIFVyVNuX3jZPYlWNJXd481jFuc%3D%26emci%3D17fb1fbf-6e14-ee11-a9bb-00224832eb73%26emdi%3D10191722-1515-ee11-a9bb-00224832eb73%26ceid%3D27705414&data=05%7C01%7Cerin.butler%40afj.org%7Cb0212ddaea9e47ff3a0b08db7739141c%7Ce88300319c4b42a7b1d65164b67a40b9%7C0%7C0%7C638234859271625210%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=P3GmQEE%2BQsCs%2Fp9M2uxkjdz%2FwQSRmryIEMwrpIym90I%3D&reserved=0
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.everyaction.com%2Fk%2F65503636%2F413655229%2F-763841124%3Fnvep%3Dew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwNy8xLzg5NTA0IiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogIjEwMTkxNzIyLTE1MTUtZWUxMS1hOWJiLTAwMjI0ODMyZWI3MyIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAiZXJpbi5idXRsZXJAYWZqLm9yZyINCn0%253D%26hmac%3DylKZZ4WowmDS3bXIOIFVyVNuX3jZPYlWNJXd481jFuc%3D%26emci%3D17fb1fbf-6e14-ee11-a9bb-00224832eb73%26emdi%3D10191722-1515-ee11-a9bb-00224832eb73%26ceid%3D27705414&data=05%7C01%7Cerin.butler%40afj.org%7Cb0212ddaea9e47ff3a0b08db7739141c%7Ce88300319c4b42a7b1d65164b67a40b9%7C0%7C0%7C638234859271625210%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=P3GmQEE%2BQsCs%2Fp9M2uxkjdz%2FwQSRmryIEMwrpIym90I%3D&reserved=0
https://www.pacourts.us/news-and-statistics/cases-of-public-interest/krasner-v-ward
https://courts.mt.gov/external/orders/caseInfo?id=DA%2023-0575
https://acdocportal.courts.wa.gov/PublicAccess/api/Document/AZ79uzP6UUjVJ%C3%89hwYb6g%C3%89d91oMmFazzxSikXYPH0nGHlQS0SDnuEY4GniKi9af7SgT1M%C3%89Ob6nBADreuUmIwhlAM%3D/?OverlayMode=View
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New Mexico 
Williams, et al. v. City of Albuquerque  
The New Mexico Supreme Court heard oral arguments in a suit challenging how and when 
the city of Albuquerque is allowed to clear encampments of unhoused people. 

LGBTQ+ Americans

Reproductive Rights

Colorado 
Masterpiece Cake Shop, Inc. v. Scardina  
The Colorado Supreme Court will hear a case involving the Christian baker who won a 
partial victory before the U.S. Supreme Court in 2018 and is now being sued for refusing to 
make a cake to celebrate a transgender woman’s transition under the same statute. 

Ohio 
In Re: Application for Correction of Birth Record of Hailey Emmeline Adelaide 
In accordance with a federal court order, the Ohio Supreme Court heard oral arguments to 
determine the procedure the state will use to allow transgender residents to amend gender 
markers on their birth certificates.

Iowa 
Planned Parenthood of the Heartland, et al. v. Kim Reynolds, et al.  
The Iowa attorney general filed an appeal asking the Iowa Supreme Court to reinstate its 
six-week abortion ban, which was overturned by a lower court judge.  

Texas
Zurawski v. State of Texas 
The Texas Supreme Court is being asked to clarify vague language in the state’s abortion 
ban that prevents medical professionals from providing life-saving care to pregnant 
patients during medical emergencies.  

Arizona 
Planned Parenthood et al vs. Kristin Mayes  
The Arizona Supreme Court is set to decide which of the state’s abortion bans to enforce:  
an 1864 total ban predating statehood or a 15-week ban passed in 2022.  

New Mexico 
State of New Mexico v. Board of County Commissioners for Lea County  
The New Mexico Supreme Court will hear a case brought by the state’s attorney general 
challenging local county ordinances that restrict residents’ ability to receive abortion-
related materials in the mail and asking the court to find that the right to an abortion is 
protected by the state’s constitution.

https://www.newmexicopbs.org/productions/newmexicoinfocus/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Encampments-Case-Emergency-Petition-for-Writ-of-Superintending-Control.pdf
https://www.courts.state.co.us/Courts/Supreme_Court/Case_Announcements/Files/2023/124ED610.03.23.pdf
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fclick.everyaction.com%2Fk%2F72558541%2F435661611%2F-1461502999%3Fnvep%3Dew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9FQS9FQTAwNy8xLzg5NTA0IiwNCiAgIkRpc3RyaWJ1dGlvblVuaXF1ZUlkIjogImU2MTE0NTQ4LTI1NzgtZWUxMS1iMDA0LTAwMjI0ODMyZWI3MyIsDQogICJFbWFpbEFkZHJlc3MiOiAiZXJpbi5idXRsZXJAYWZqLm9yZyINCn0%253D%26hmac%3DP9OROwcJt1IkhO4V3MEIM2a_MD3L_z6V6fSCDMgcY6c%3D%26emci%3D67c17d05-ee77-ee11-b004-00224832eb73%26emdi%3De6114548-2578-ee11-b004-00224832eb73%26ceid%3D27705414&data=05%7C01%7Cerin.butler%40afj.org%7Cc42be85970874dd9c54908dbda49385d%7Ce88300319c4b42a7b1d65164b67a40b9%7C0%7C0%7C638343780265027505%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ffOkMkgDyVegVfPhH6%2BOJTUTF37W4uYqFb%2BtDbyfxLE%3D&reserved=0
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/Clerk/ecms/#/caseinfo/2022/0934
https://www.iowacourts.gov/iowa-courts/supreme-court/supreme-court-oral-argument-schedule/case/22-2036
https://search.txcourts.gov/Case.aspx?cn=23-0629&coa=cossup
https://www.azcourts.gov/clerkofcourt/AgendasandCasesbeforetheCourt.aspx#:~:text=Planned%20Parenthood%20et,23%2D0005%2DPR
https://statecourtreport.org/case-tracker/state-ex-rel-raul-torrez-v-board-county-commissioners-lea-county
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State Supreme Courts 
in 2024 and Beyond
Makeup and Control of State Supreme Courts 

For the 33 states holding supreme court elections in 2024, on the following 
pages is an outline of each state by election method, with details about the 

justices whose seats are up for election in 2024.
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2024 Elections and Vacancies

Partisan Elections in 2024

Alabama

Tom Parker (R)
Must Retire
(Open Contest for seat)

Tommy Bryan (R)

Sarah Stewart (R)

Justice Tom Parker was elected to the Alabama Supreme Court 
in 2004. He began his career as the founding executive director 
of what is now the Alabama Policy Institute, a conservative think 
tank associated with the anti-LGBTQ+ organization Focus on the 
Family. Parker previously worked in private practice focusing 
on constitutional litigation. In 2004, Parker was elected as an 
associate justice of the state’s highest court and was subsequently  
re-elected in 2010 and 2016. He then successfully ran for chief 
justice in 2018. Parker is not seeking re-election. There is an  
open contest for his seat.

Justice Tommy Bryan was elected to the Alabama Supreme Court 
in 2012. Bryan was elected to the Court of Civil Appeals in 2005 as 
a Republican. He remained there until his election to the state’s 
highest court.

Justice Sarah Stewart was elected to the Alabama Supreme Court 
in 2018. Prior to joining the bench, she spent her career in private 
practice. She was appointed to the 13th Judicial Circuit in 2006 
by Gov. Bob Riley (R), overseeing civil and criminal cases, and 
remained there until her election to the Supreme Court.

https://judicial.alabama.gov/CourtMemberBio/ViewBio?id=3
https://judicial.alabama.gov/CourtMemberBio/ViewBio?id=8
https://judicial.alabama.gov/CourtMemberBio/ViewBio?id=52
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William Sellers (R)

Jay Mitchell (R)

Justice William Sellers was appointed to the Alabama Supreme 
Court by Gov. Kay Ivey (R) in 2017. Prior to joining the bench, 
he worked in private practice on business, finance, and tax 
litigation matters. 

Justice Jay Mitchell was elected to the Alabama Supreme Court in 
2018. He previously worked in private practice.

Illinois

Joy  
Cunningham (D)  Justice Joy Cunningham was appointed to the Illinois Supreme 

Court in 2022. Prior to her career on the bench, Cunningham 
worked in private practice and in health systems administration. 
She was a judge of the Circuit Court of Cook County before 
joining the state's highest court.

Illinois elects its supreme court justices by judicial districts, meaning each justice 
represents and is elected by voters residing in a geographic district.  

Lisa Holder 
White (R) Justice Lisa Holder White joined the Illinois Supreme Court in 2013 

following her appointment by the court. She previously served 
as an Illinois Appellate Court judge, a circuit court judge, and an 
associate judge in the Sixth Judicial Circuit. She previously worked 
as a prosecutor, a public defender, and in private practice.

https://judicial.alabama.gov/CourtMemberBio/ViewBio?id=59
https://judicial.alabama.gov/CourtMemberBio/ViewBio?id=41
https://www.illinoiscourts.gov/justice/4/Joy-V-Cunningham/justice/
https://www.illinoiscourts.gov/justice/45/Lisa-Holder-White/justice/
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Louisiana

Louisiana elects its supreme court justices by judicial districts, meaning each justice 
represents and is elected by voters residing in a geographic district.

Scott Crichton (R)
Must Retire Justice Scott Crichton was elected to the Louisiana Supreme 

Court in 2015. He began his legal career as assistant district 
attorney for Caddo Parish and simultaneously practiced civil 
litigation. He later became a judge on the First Judicial District 
Court in 2005 and remained there until his election to the 
supreme court.

North Carolina

Ohio

Allison Riggs (D) 

Michael 
Donnelly (D)  

Justice Allison Riggs was appointed to the North Carolina 
Supreme Court in 2023 by Gov. Roy Cooper (D). She spent her legal 
career as a civil rights attorney, as co-executive director and chief 
voting rights counsel for the Southern Coalition for Social Justice. 
In 2022, she was appointed to the court of appeals by Cooper and 
remained there until joining the supreme court a year later.

Justice Michael Donnelly was elected to the Ohio Supreme Court 
in 2018. He began his career as an assistant Cuyahoga County 
prosecutor. Donnelly then left to work in private practice. In 
2004, he was elected as a judge of Cuyahoga County Court of 
Common Pleas and served in that capacity until his election to 
the supreme court.

https://www.lasc.org/About/Biography?p=Scott_J._Crichton
https://www.nccourts.gov/judicial-directory/allison-riggs
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/courts/judicial-system/supreme-court-of-ohio/justices-overview/michael-donnelly/
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Melody Stewart (D) 
Justice Melody Stewart was elected to the Ohio Supreme Court 
in 2018. Before her service on the bench, she worked as a civil 
defense litigator and an assistant law director for the cities of 
Cleveland and East Cleveland. Stewart was elected as a judge on 
the Eighth District Court of Appeals and served there until her 
election to the Supreme Court. 

Texas Supreme Court

Joe Deters (R) 
In 2022, Justice Joe Deters was appointed to the supreme court 
by Gov. Mike DeWine (R) in 2023. He was previously elected as 
Ohio Treasurer. Prior to joining the court, Deters served as the 
prosecutor in Hamilton County where he established the first 
drug court in Ohio.  

In Texas, the Supreme Court is the court of last resort for civil appeals. 

Jimmy 
Blacklock (R) Gov. Greg Abbott (R) appointed Justice Jimmy Blacklock to 

the Texas Supreme Court in 2018. He worked in the Civil Rights 
Division of the U.S. Department of Justice under the George 
W. Bush administration. He then worked in private practice 
until serving as Abbott’s general counsel and in the attorney 
general’s office. 

John Devine (R)
Justice John Devine was first elected to the Texas Supreme Court in 
2012. Devine was elected as a judge of the 190th State District Court 
in Harris County and then in 2002 was appointed special judge for 
the Harris County justice of the peace courts and served there until 
2011. Since 2002, Devine has maintained a private litigation practice.

https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/courts/judicial-system/supreme-court-of-ohio/justices-overview/melody-stewart/
https://www.supremecourt.ohio.gov/courts/judicial-system/supreme-court-of-ohio/justices-overview/joseph-deters/
https://www.txcourts.gov/supreme/about-the-court/justices/justice-jimmy-blacklock/
https://www.txcourts.gov/supreme/about-the-court/justices/justice-john-phillip-devine/
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Texas Court of Criminal Appeals

In Texas, the Court of Criminal Appeals is the court of last resort for criminal appeals. 

Sharon Keller (R)
(Open Contest for seat)

Michelle 
Slaughter (R) 
(Open Contest for seat)

Presiding Judge Sharon Keller was first elected to the Texas Court 
of Criminal Appeals in 1994 and was the first woman join the court. 
She was first elected presiding judge of the court in 2000 and has 
been re-elected to lead the court three times. Before becoming a 
judge, she was an assistant district attorney in the Dallas County 
district attorney’s office. She was defeated in a primary election for 
a sixth term in March of this year, and there will be an open contest 
for the seat.

Judge Michelle Slaughter was elected to the Texas Court of 
Criminal Appeals in 2018. She was previously a judge of the 
Galveston County District Court and worked in private practice 
before becoming a judge. She lost a primary election for a second 
term on the court in March of this year, and there will be an open 
contest for the seat.

Jane Bland (R)
Justice Jane Bland was appointed to the Texas Supreme Court in 
2019 by Gov. Greg Abbott (R). She previously served as a justice on 
the First Court of Appeals and as a state district court judge. She 
also worked in private practice.

https://www.txcourts.gov/cca/about-the-court/judges/presiding-judge-sharon-keller/
https://www.txcourts.gov/cca/about-the-court/judges/judge-michelle-slaughter/
https://www.txcourts.gov/supreme/about-the-court/justices/justice-jane-bland/
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Barbara Hervey (R)
(Open Contest for seat) Judge Barbara Hervey was elected to the Texas Court of Criminal 

Appeals in 2000. Before becoming a judge, she served as an 
assistant district attorney in the Bexar County district attorney’s 
Office and taught Texas Criminal Procedure as an adjunct professor 
at St. Mary’s School of Law. She was defeated in a primary election 
for a fifth term in March of this year, and there will be an open 
contest for the seat. 

Non-Partisan Elections in 2024

Arkansas

John Dan Kemp (R)
(Chief Justice)
Must Retire
(Open Contest for seat)

Cody Hiland (R)
(Open Contest for seat)

Chief Justice John Dan Kemp was elected to the Arkansas 
Supreme Court in 2016. He previously served as a judge on the 
Mountain View Municipal Court, Calico Rock City Court, and  
as a judge for the Sixteenth Judicial Circuit. Kemp is retiring 
from the Arkansas Supreme Court due to reaching the 
mandatory retirement age. There is an open contest for his  
seat on the court.

Justice Cody Hiland was appointed to the Arkansas Supreme 
Court in 2023 by Gov. Sarah Huckabee Sanders (R). He was 
previously a U.S. attorney for the Eastern District of Arkansas and 
a prosecuting attorney for the 20th Judicial District of Arkansas. 
He is ineligible to run for election to Seat 2 on the Arkansas 
Supreme Court because the state constitution prohibits an 
appointee to fill an interim vacancy to run for election to succeed 
themselves, so there will be an open race to fill the seat.  

https://www.txcourts.gov/cca/about-the-court/judges/judge-barbara-hervey/
https://arcourts.gov/courts/supreme-court/justices/chief-justice-john-dan-kemp-position-1
https://arcourts.gov/courts/supreme-court/justices/associate-justice-cody-hiland-position-2
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Shawn Womack (R) 
Justice Shawn Womack was first elected to the Arkansas Supreme 
Court in 2016. He started his career working as a legislative aide 
to U.S. Sen. Tim Hutchinson (R) and then went on to serve in the 
Arkansas House of Representative and the Arkansas State Senate, 
while also maintaining a private practice. He left the state senate to 
be a judge on the Fourteenth Judicial Circuit where he remained 
until his election to the supreme court.

Georgia

Michael Boggs (R) 

Andrew Pinson (R)  

Nels S.D. 
Peterson (R)  

In 2018, Chief Justice Michael Boggs was appointed by Gov. 
Nathan Deal (R) to the Supreme Court of Georgia. He was 
previously a member of the Georgia General Assembly, where he 
served until his election to the superior court in 2004. Boggs was 
also elected to the Court of Appeals of Georgia.  

Justice Andrew Pinson was appointed to the Supreme Court 
of Georgia in 2022 by Gov. Brian Kemp (R). He was appointed 
solicitor general of Georgia in 2018 after working in the office 
of Georgia Attorney General Chris Carr. He previously worked in 
private practice.

Presiding Justice Nels S.D. Peterson was appointed to the 
supreme court in 2017 by Gov. Nathan Deal (R). He previously 
worked as executive counsel and deputy executive counsel to 
Gov. Sonny Perdue (R) before working in the attorney general’s 
office as counsel for legal policy and then serving as Georgia’s 
first solicitor general. He was also a judge of the Georgia Court 
of Appeals. 

https://arcourts.gov/courts/supreme-court/justices/associate-justice-shawn-a-womack-position-5
https://www.gasupreme.us/court-information/biographies/justice-michael-p-boggs/
https://www.gasupreme.us/court-information/biographies/justice-andrew-a-pinson/
https://www.gasupreme.us/court-information/biographies/justice-nels-s-d-peterson/
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John Ellington (R)
In 2018, Georgia voters elected Justice John Ellington to the  
state supreme court. Ellington began his career in private 
practice. He was then appointed as State Court Judge of Treutlen 
County and remained there until his appointment to the 
statewide Court of Appeals. He left that bench upon his election 
to the supreme court.

Idaho

G. Richard  
Bevan (R) Chief Justice Bevan was appointed to the Idaho Supreme Court 

in 2017 by Gov. C.L. Otter (R). He worked in private practice 
until becoming the Twin Falls County prosecutor. He was first 
appointed to the district court bench by Gov. Dirk Kempthorne 
(R) in 2003 where he remained until his elevation to the 
supreme court.  

Kentucky

Kentucky elects its supreme court justices by judicial districts, meaning each justice 
represents and is elected by voters residing in a geographic district. 

Laurance 
VanMeter (R) Chief Justice Laurance VanMeter was elected to the Kentucky 

Supreme Court in 2016, representing the Fifth Appellate District. 
He was previously a judge of the Kentucky Court of Appeals and 
the Fayette Circuit Court, and also served as a district court judge. 
He worked in private practice before joining the bench. 

https://www.gasupreme.us/court-information/biographies/justice-john-j-ellington/
https://isc.idaho.gov/main/Bevan
https://www.kycourts.gov/Courts/Supreme-Court/Pages/5th-Supreme-Court-District.aspx


     A L L I A N C E  F O R  J U S T I C E  A C T I O N  C A M P A I G N   |   S T A T E  O F  J U S T I C E  2 0 2 4   | 3 4

Michigan

Minnesota

David Viviano (R)
(Open Contest for seat)

Natalie Hudson (D)

Kyra Harris 
Bolden (D)

Justice David Viviano was appointed to the Michigan Supreme 
Court in 2013 by Gov. Rick Snyder (R). He previously served as 
chief judge of the Macomb County Circuit Court and Probate 
Court, and as city attorney for Center Line. He also worked in 
private practice. Viviano is not seeking re-election in 2024, and 
there will be an open contest for his seat.

Chief Justice Natalie Hudson joined the Minnesota Supreme 
Court in 2015 following her appointment by Gov. Mark Dayton 
(D) in 2015. She was subsequently re-elected to the bench in 2016 
and 2022. In 2023, Gov. Tim Walz (D) elevated her to chief justice 
of the court. Prior to joining the supreme court, Hudson served 
as judge on the Minnesota Court of Appeals. She began her 
legal career as a housing law and staff attorney with Southern 
Minnesota Regional Legal Services before entering into private 
practice. She worked in the Office of the Minnesota Attorney 
General before her appointment to the court of appeals. 

Justice Kyra Harris Bolden was appointed to the Michigan 
Supreme Court in 2023 by Gov. Gretchen Whitmer (D). After law 
school, she worked as a criminal defense attorney and clerked in 
Wayne County’s Third Circuit Court under the Honorable John 
A. Murphy. She previously served as a state representative in 
the Michigan House of Representatives where she worked on 
legislation involving criminal justice reform and protections for 
survivors of sexual violence. 

https://www.courts.michigan.gov/courts/supreme-court/justices/justice-david-f.-viviano/
https://www.mncourts.gov/About-The-Courts/Overview/JudicialDirectory/Bio.aspx?jid=1571
https://www.courts.michigan.gov/courts/supreme-court/justices/justice-kyra-h.-bolden/
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Karl Procaccini (D)

Anne McKeig (D)

Justice Karl Procaccini was appointed to the Minnesota Supreme 
Court in 2023 by Gov. Tim Walz (D). Procaccini began his legal 
career working in private practice. He served as general counsel 
and deputy chief of staff in the Office of the Governor and 
Lieutenant Governor before his appointment to the bench. 

In 2016, Gov. Mark Dayton (D) appointed Justice Anne McKeig 
to the Minnesota Supreme Court. McKeig began her career 
as assistant Hennepin County attorney in the child protection 
division. She then served on the Hennepin County bench by 
appointment from Gov. Tim Pawlenty (R). She is the first Native 
American to serve on the Minnesota Supreme Court.  

Mississippi

Robert  
Chamberlin (R)  Justice Robert Chamberlin was first elected to the Mississippi 

Supreme Court in 2016. He previously served as a circuit judge of 
the 17th Circuit District and a member of the Mississippi Senate. 
He also served as municipal court judge for the city of Hernando 
and worked as municipal prosecutor for the city of Horn Lake.

Jim Kitchens (D)
Presiding Justice Kitchens was elected to the Mississippi Supreme 
Court in 2008. He began his career in private practice and then 
served as district attorney for Copiah, Lincoln, Pike and Walthall 
Counties until his election to the 26th Circuit Court District of 
Mississippi in 2002.

https://www.mncourts.gov/About-The-Courts/Overview/JudicialDirectory/Bio.aspx?jid=1946
https://www.mncourts.gov/About-The-Courts/Overview/JudicialDirectory/Bio.aspx?jid=1671
https://courts.ms.gov/appellatecourts/sc/bios/justicechamberlin.php
https://courts.ms.gov/appellatecourts/sc/bios/justicekitchens.php
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Dawn Beam (R)

Jimmy Maxwell (R) 

Justice Dawn Beam was appointed in 2016 to the Mississippi 
Supreme Court by Gov. Phil Bryant (R). Beam worked in private 
practice and as a child support attorney for the Mississippi 
Department of Human Services. She then served as prosecutor for 
Lamar County and chancellor of the Tenth Chancery District. In 
both roles, she focused on family law and child crime victims.

Justice Jimmy Maxwell was appointed to the Mississippi Supreme 
Court in 2016 by Gov. Phil Bryant (R). Maxwell began his career 
practicing civil law before serving as assistant U.S. attorney 
for the Northern District of Mississippi where he tried public 
corruption, white collar fraud, money laundering, drug trafficking, 
immigration, and gang-related crimes. Then he was appointed by 
Gov. Haley Barbour (R) to the Mississippi Court of Appeals where 
he served until his elevation to the supreme court.  

Montana

Mike McGrath (D)
(Open Contest for seat)

Dirk Sandefur (D) 
(Open Contest for seat)

Chief Justice Mike McGrath was first elected to the Montana 
Supreme Court in 2008. He served as Montana attorney general 
before his election to the supreme court. He was previously an 
assistant Montana attorney general and the Lewis and Clark 
County attorney. He is not seeking re-election to the court, and 
there will be an election to fill his seat.  

Justice Dirk Sandefur was first elected to the Montana Supreme 
Court in 2016. He was previously a state district judge in the 
Montana Eighth Judicial District. He worked in private practice, 
as a contract felony public defender, and as a deputy county 
attorney in the Cascade County attorney’s office before joining 
the bench. He is not seeking re-election to the court and there 
will be an election to fill his seat. 

https://courts.ms.gov/appellatecourts/sc/bios/justicebeam.php
https://courts.ms.gov/appellatecourts/sc/bios/justicemaxwell.php
https://courts.mt.gov/courts/supreme/about/bios/McGrath
https://courts.mt.gov/courts/supreme/about/bios/Sandefur
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Lidia Stiglich (D)

Elissa Cadish (D)  

Patricia Lee (D)

Justice Lidia Stiglich was appointed to the Nevada Supreme 
Court in 2016 by Gov. Brian Sandoval (R). She previously served 
as a district court judge in Department Eight of the Second 
Judicial District Court. Prior to joining the bench, she worked 
in private practice.

Chief Justice Elissa Cadish was elected to the Nevada Supreme 
Court in 2018. She was appointed as a judge on the Eighth 
Judicial District Court for Clark County in 2007 by Gov. Jim 
Gibbons (R). She previously worked in private practice.  

Justice Patricia Lee was appointed to the Nevada Supreme 
Court in 2022 by Gov. Steve Sisolak (D). She previously worked 
in private practice. She also chaired the Nevada Crime 
Commission and worked as a volunteer attorney for the 
Children’s Attorney Project. 

Oregon

Nevada

Meagan Flynn (D)  
Chief Justice Meagan Flynn was appointed to the Oregon 
Supreme Court by Gov. Kate Brown (D). Before joining the 
supreme court, Flynn served on the Oregon Court of Appeals. 
She worked in private practice before joining the bench.

https://nvcourts.gov/supreme/court_information/justices/stiglich,_lidia_s_
https://nvcourts.gov/supreme/court_information/justices/cadish,_elissa_f_
https://nvcourts.gov/supreme/court_information/justices/justice_patricia_lee
https://www.courts.oregon.gov/courts/Pages/bio.aspx?person=194
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Rebecca 
Duncan (D)  

Bronson James (D)

Justice Rebecca Duncan was appointed to the Oregon Supreme 
Court in 2017 by Gov. Kate Brown (D). She served on the Oregon 
Court of Appeals before her appointment to the supreme court. 
Duncan began her legal career working as a public defender in 
Washington and Multnomah Counties and later worked at the 
Office of Public Defense Services.  

Justice Bronson James was appointed to the court in late 2022 
by Gov. Kate Brown (D) and took office in 2023. James started his 
legal career at the Metropolitan Public Defender and later served 
as the appellate division chief of the Office of Public Defense 
Services. He also ran his own practice focused on criminal 
defense and immigration and civil rights litigation.  

Aruna Masih (D)
Justice Aruna Masih joined the Oregon Supreme Court in 2023 
by appointment by Gov. Tina Kotek (D). She previously worked 
in private practice. She handled matters including civil law, 
including civil rights, employment, labor, professional licensure, 
contract, pension, elections, and constitutional law. 

Stephen 
Bushong (D) Justice Stephen Bushong was appointed to the Oregon Supreme 

Court in 2022 by Gov. Kate Brown (D). Bushong first served as 
a clerk for a federal judge before working in private practice 
and later at the Oregon Department of Justice. Bushong also 
served as a circuit court judge in Multnomah County where he 
remained until his elevation to the supreme court. 

https://www.courts.oregon.gov/courts/Pages/bio.aspx?person=195
https://www.courts.oregon.gov/courts/Pages/bio.aspx?person=192
https://www.courts.oregon.gov/courts/Pages/bio.aspx?person=196
https://www.courts.oregon.gov/courts/Pages/bio.aspx?person=190
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Susan Owens (D)
Must Retire
(Open Contest for seat)

Steven 
González (D) 

Sheryl McCloud (D)  

Justice Susan Owens was first elected to the Washington 
Supreme Court in 2000. She previously served as district court 
judge in Western Clallam County, the Quileute Tribe's chief 
judge, and chief judge of the Lower Elwha S'Klallam Tribe. 
Owens will reach the state’s mandatory retirement age this year 
and must step down from the bench at the end of this term. Her 
replacement will be elected this year. 

Justice Steven González was appointed to the Washington 
Supreme Court in 2012 by Gov. Christine Gregoire (D). Prior to his 
service on the bench, González worked as a domestic violence 
prosecutor for the city of Seattle and in private practice. González 
also served as an assistant U.S. attorney for the Western District 
of Washington. He then served as trial judge on the King County 
Superior Court, hearing criminal, civil, juvenile, and family law 
cases until his appointment to the Supreme Court. 

Justice Sheryl McCloud was elected to the Washington Supreme 
Court in 2012. She previously served as a staff attorney for the 
Seattle-King County Public Defender Association and ran the law 
office of Sheryl Gordon McCloud.

Washington

West Virginia 

John Hutchison (R)
Justice John Hutchison was appointed to the West Virginia 
Supreme Court of Appeals in 2018 by Gov. Justice (R). He began his 
legal career in private practice and then opened the Nationwide 
Insurance West Virginia Trial Division Office. He was appointed 
to the Tenth Judicial Circuit in 1995 by Gov. Gaston Caperton 
(D). Hutchison will not be seeking re-election to the court. His 
replacement will be chosen in the upcoming May election. 

https://www.courts.wa.gov/appellate_trial_courts/supreme/bios/?fa=scbios.display_file&fileID=owens
https://www.courts.wa.gov/appellate_trial_courts/supreme/bios/?fa=scbios.display_file&fileID=gonzalez
https://www.courts.wa.gov/appellate_trial_courts/supreme/bios/?fa=scbios.display_file&fileID=gordon_mccloud
https://www.courtswv.gov/appellate-courts/supreme-court-of-appeals/justices-staff/justice-hutchison
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Retention Elections in 2024

Alaska

Jennifer Stuart 
Henderson (R)

Dario  
Borghesan (R)

Justice Jennifer Stuart Henderson was appointed to the Alaska 
Supreme Court in 2021 by Gov. Mike Dunleavy (R). She previously 
served as a district court and superior court judge. She also 
worked at the Anchorage district attorney’s office and in  
private practice.

Justice Dario Borghesan was appointed to the Alaska Supreme 
Court in 2020 by Gov. Mike Dunleavy (R). He previously served as 
the chief assistant attorney general of the Opinions, Appeals & 
Ethics Section of the Alaska Department of Law. 

Haley Bunn (R)
Justice Haley Bunn was appointed to the Supreme Court of 
Appeals of West Virginia in 2022 by Gov. Jim Justice (R). Bunn 
began her career in private practice working in corporate civil 
defense litigation. She then served as assistant U.S. attorney 
for the Southern District of West Virginia, prosecuting drug 
distribution cases. She left that position in 2019 and returned to 
private practice until her appointment to the bench.

https://gov.alaska.gov/governor-dunleavy-announces-alaska-supreme-court-appointee/
https://courts.alaska.gov/judges/docs/db.pdf
https://www.courtswv.gov/appellate-courts/supreme-court-of-appeals/justices-staff/justice-bunn
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Arizona

Colorado

Brian Boatright (R) 

Monica Marquez (D)  

Chief Justice Brian Boatright was appointed to the Colorado 
Supreme Court in 2011 by Gov. John Hickenlooper (D).  
He became chief justice in 2021. He previously served as a 
district court judge in the First Judicial District of Colorado.  
He also served as a deputy district attorney in Jefferson and 
Gilpin Counties. 

Justice Monica Márquez was appointed to the Colorado 
Supreme Court by Gov. Bill Ritter, Jr. (D) in 2010. She previously 
served as deputy attorney general at the Colorado attorney 
general’s office and assistant solicitor general and assistant 
attorney general in both the Public Officials Unit and the 
Criminal Appellate Section. She also worked in private practice. 

Kathryn Hackett 
King (R)  Justice Kathryn Hackett King was appointed to the Arizona 

Supreme Court by Gov. Doug Ducey (R) in 2021. She previously 
worked in private practice and later worked as deputy general 
counsel for Ducey. 

Clint Bolick (R)
Justice Clint Bolick was appointed to the Arizona Supreme 
Court in 2016 by Gov. Doug Ducey (R). He previously served as 
vice president for litigation at the Goldwater Institute and as 
co-founder and vice president for litigation at the Institute for 
Justice. He also worked at the U.S. Department of Justice, Civil 
Rights Division, and the Landmark Center for Civil Rights. 

https://cle.cobar.org/About/Faculty-Authors/Info/CUSTOMERCD/56327
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/JU/JU03/20210712/112884/HHRG-117-JU03-Bio-MrquezM-20210712.pdf
https://www.azcourts.gov/meetthejustices/Justice-Kathryn-H-King
https://www.azcourts.gov/meetthejustices/Justice-Clint-Bolick
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Maria 
Berkenkotter (D) Justice Maria Berkenkotter was appointed to the Colorado 

Supreme Court in 2020 by Gov. Jared Polis (D). She previously 
served as chief judge of the Twentieth Judicial District and ran 
the antitrust, consumer protection, and tobacco litigation units 
of the Colorado attorney general’s office. She also worked in 
private practice.

Florida

Indiana

Renatha Francis (R) 

Loretta Rush (R)

Meredith Sasso (R)

Justice Renatha Francis was appointed to the Supreme Court of 
Florida by Gov. Ron DeSantis (R) in 2022. She previously served 
as a judge of the 15th Judicial Circuit Court in Palm Beach 
County and the circuit and county courts in the 11th Judicial 
Circuit of Miami-Dade. Prior to joining the bench, she worked in 
private practice.

Chief Justice Loretta Rush was appointed to the Indiana 
Supreme Court in 2012 by Gov. Mitch Daniels (R). She previously 
served as a Tippecanoe Superior Court 3 judge. Before joining 
the bench, she practiced civil litigation.

Justice Meredith Sasso was appointed to the Supreme Court of 
Florida in 2023 by Gov. Ron DeSantis (R). She previously served 
on the bench for the Fifth, and later Sixth, District Courts of 
Appeal and as chief deputy general counsel to Florida Gov. Rick 
Scott (R). She also worked in private practice.

https://cle.cobar.org/About/Faculty-Authors/Info/CUSTOMERCD/56009
https://supremecourt.flcourts.gov/Justices/Justice-Renatha-Francis
https://www.in.gov/courts/supreme/justices/loretta-rush/
https://supremecourt.flcourts.gov/Justices/Justice-Meredith-L.-Sasso
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Mark Massa (R)

Derek Molter (R)

Justice Mark Massa was appointed to the Indiana Supreme 
Court by Gov. Mitch Daniels (R) in 2012. He previously served as 
executive director of the Indiana Criminal Justice Institute. He 
also worked as an assistant U.S. attorney in the Southern District 
of Indiana, as general counsel to Daniels, and in the Marion 
County prosecutor’s office.

Justice Derek Molter was appointed to the Indiana Supreme 
Court by Gov. Eric Holcomb (R) in 2022. He previously served 
on the Indiana Court of Appeals. Prior to joining the bench, he 
worked in private practice. 

Iowa

Maryland

David May (R) 

Matthew Fader (R)

Justice David May was appointed to the Iowa Supreme Court 
in 2022 by Gov. Kim Reynolds (R). He previously served on 
the Iowa Court of Appeals and as a district judge in Judicial 
Election District 5C. He worked in private practice before 
joining the bench. 

Chief Justice Matthew Fader was appointed to the Maryland 
Supreme Court in 2022 by Gov. Larry Hogan (R). He was 
previously a judge and later chief judge of the Maryland Court 
of Special Appeals. He also worked as chief of litigation in the 
Civil Litigation Division of the Office of Attorney General and as 
a trial attorney in the U.S. Department of Justice Civil Division. 
He also worked in private practice. 

https://www.in.gov/courts/supreme/justices/mark-massa/
https://www.in.gov/courts/supreme/justices/derek-molter/
https://www.iowacourts.gov/iowa-courts/supreme-court/justices/david-may/
https://msa.maryland.gov/msa/mdmanual/29ap/html/msa17517.html
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Shirley M. Watts (D)  

Angela Eaves (R)

Justice Shirley M. Watts was appointed to the Maryland 
Supreme Court in 2013 by Gov. Martin O’Malley (D). She 
previously served as a judge of the Court of Special Appeals, 
an associate judge for the Baltimore City Circuit Court, and a 
federal administrative law judge. She worked as a federal public 
defender for the District of Maryland and an assistant state’s 
attorney in the juvenile, misdemeanor and felony trial divisions 
before joining the bench.  

Justice Angela Eaves was appointed to the Maryland 
Supreme Court by Gov. Larry Hogan (R). She was previously an 
administrative judge, an associate judge for the Harford County 
Circuit Court, and a judge of the Maryland District Court for 
Harford County. Prior to joining the bench, she worked as a staff 
attorney for the Maryland Legal Aid Bureau.

Missouri

Ginger Gooch (R)

Kelly Broniec (R)  

Justice Ginger Gooch was appointed to the Missouri Supreme 
Court by Gov. Mike Parsons (R) in 2023. She previously served as 
a judge of the Missouri Court of Appeals. She worked in private 
practice before joining the bench.

Justice Kelly Broniec was appointed to the Missouri Supreme 
Court in 2023 by Gov. Mike Parsons (R). She was previously 
an Eastern Missouri District Court of Appeals judge and a 
Montgomery County Circuit Court judge. She worked as a 
prosecutor before she joined the bench.  

https://msa.maryland.gov/msa/mdmanual/29ap/html/msa13752.html
https://msa.maryland.gov/msa/mdmanual/29ap/html/msa13120.html
https://www.courts.mo.gov/page.jsp?id=190353
https://www.courts.mo.gov/page.jsp?id=57485
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Nebraska 

New Mexico

Oklahoma Supreme Court 

Stephanie Stacy (R) 

Briana Zamora (D)

James 
Edmondson (D)  

Justice Stephanie Stacy was appointed to the Nebraska 
Supreme Court in 2015 by Gov. Pete Ricketts (R). She previously 
served as a judge on the District Court, 3rd Judicial District. 
Before joining the bench, she worked in private practice. 

Justice Briana Zamora was appointed to the New Mexico 
Supreme Court in 2021 by Gov. Michele Lujan Grisham (D). She 
previously served on the Bernalillo County District Court and 
Metropolitan Court. She also worked in private practice and 
in public service as an assistant state attorney general and 
assistant district attorney. 

In Oklahoma, the Supreme Court is the court of last resort for civil appeals.

Justice James Edmonson was appointed to the Oklahoma 
Supreme Court by Gov. Brad Henry (D) in 2003. He previously 
served as a district judge and was an acting U.S. attorney and 
an assistant U.S. attorney for the Eastern District of Oklahoma. 
He also worked in private practice and as Muskogee County’s 
assistant district attorney.

https://supremecourt.nebraska.gov/hon-stephanie-f-stacy-0
https://supremecourt.nmcourts.gov/about-this-court/supreme-court-justices/
https://oksc.oscn.net/justices/james-e-edmondson/
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Yvonne Kauger (D)  

Noma Gurich (R) 

Justice Yvonne Kauger was appointed to the Oklahoma 
Supreme Court in 1984 by Gov. George Nigh (D). She was 
previously a staff attorney for the Oklahoma Supreme Court 
and worked in private practice. 

Justice Noma Gurich was appointed to the Oklahoma Supreme 
Court by Gov. Brad Henry (D) in 2011. She previously served as 
a judge on the Oklahoma Workers’ Compensation Court and 
as a district court judge, and worked in private practice before 
joining the bench.

Oklahoma Court of Criminal Appeals

Scott Rowland

William Musseman   

In Oklahoma, the Court of Criminal Appeals is the court of last resort for criminal appeals.

Presiding Judge Scott Rowland was appointed to the Oklahoma 
Court of Criminal Appeals by Gov. Mary Fallin (R) in 2017. He served 
as an assistant attorney general for the state of Oklahoma, general 
counsel to the Oklahoma Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous 
Drugs, and as an assistant district attorney in the Oklahoma 
County district attorney’s office before becoming a judge.

Judge William Musseman was appointed to the Oklahoma 
Court of Criminal Appeals by Gov. Kevin Stitt (R) in 2022. He was 
previously a special judge, district judge, and presiding judge 
of Oklahoma’s 14th Judicial District. Before joining the bench, 
he was a special assistant U.S. attorney and also served as an 
assistant district attorney in the Tulsa County district attorney’s 
office, including as director of the major crimes team. 

https://www.oklahomahof.com/hof/inductees/kauger-yvonne-2021
https://oksc.oscn.net/justices/noma-gurich/
http://okcca.net/judges/scott-rowland/
http://okcca.net/judges/william-musseman/
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David Lewis
Judge David Lewis was appointed to the Oklahoma Court of 
Criminal Appeals by Gov. Brad Henry (D) in 2005, and served as 
presiding judge of the court from 2013 to 2014 and in 2020. He 
previously served as a district judge and a special judge and 
worked in private practice and as a Comanche County prosecutor 
before joining the bench. 

South Dakota 

Tennessee  

Utah 

Scott Myren (R) 

Dwight 
Tarwater (R) 

Matthew 
Durrant (R) 

Justice Scott Myren was appointed to the South Dakota 
Supreme Court by Gov. Kristi Noem (R) in 2020. He previously 
served as presiding judge for the Fifth Judicial Circuit, as 
administrative law judge for the Office of Administrative 
Hearings, and as magistrate judge for the Sixth Judicial Circuit. 
Prior to joining the bench, he worked as a staff attorney at the 
South Dakota Supreme Court and in private practice. 

Justice Dwight Tarwater was appointed to the Tennessee 
Supreme Court in 2023 by Gov. Bill Lee (R). He previously served 
as general counsel to Tennessee Gov. Bill Haslam (R) and 
worked in private practice.

Chief Justice Matthew Durrant was appointed to the Utah 
Supreme Court by Gov. Michael O. Leavitt (R) in 2000. He 
became chief justice of the court in 2012. He previously served 
as a trial judge in the Third Judicial District and worked in 
private practice before joining the bench. 

http://okcca.net/judges/david-b-lewis/
https://ujs.sd.gov/Supreme_Court/Justices.aspx
https://www.tncourts.gov/courts/supreme-court/judges/dwight-e-tarwater
https://www.utcourts.gov/en/about/courts/judges-bios/judicial-council/matthew-b-durrant.html
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Wyoming

John Fenn (R)

Kate Fox (R)

Justice John Fenn was appointed to the Wyoming Supreme 
Court in 2021 by Gov. Mark Gordon (R). He previously served  
as a district judge in the Wyoming Fourth Judicial District.  
He worked in private practice before joining the bench.

Chief Justice Kate Fox was appointed to the Wyoming Supreme 
Court as an associate justice in 2014 by Gov. Matthew Mead (R). 
She became chief justice of the court in 2021. Prior to joining the 
bench, she worked in private practice. 

Maryland  

Michele Hotten (R)
(Must Retire) Justice Michele Hotten previously served as a judge on the 

Court of Special Appeals and an associate judge on Prince 
George's County Circuit Court. After law school she worked in 
private practice and as an assistant state's attorney in Prince 
George's County. She must retire from the court before her 70th 

birthday on April 20, 2024. 

Other Vacancies or Potential Changes to State 
Supreme Courts in 2024 

https://www.courts.state.wy.us/justice/judge-john-g-fenn/
https://www.courts.state.wy.us/supreme-court/about-the-supreme-court/justice-kate-m-fox/
https://msa.maryland.gov/msa/mdmanual/29ap/html/msa12366.html
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Minnesota 

Margaret 
Chutich (D)  

Justice Barry Anderson was appointed to the Minnesota 
Supreme Court by Gov. Tim Pawlenty (R) in 2004. He was 
previously a judge of the Minnesota Court of Appeals. He 
worked in private practice before joining the bench. He must 
retire from the court before October 24, 2024, his 70th birthday, 
and Gov. Tim Walz (D) will appoint his replacement. 

Gov. Mark Dayton (D) appointed Justice Margaret Chutich  
to the supreme court in 2016. Chutich began her career as  
a federal law clerk before going into private practice. She then 
also worked in the Minnesota attorney general’s office and 
as an assistant U.S. attorney for the District of Minnesota. She 
announced in January of this year that she would retire from 
the court on July 31. Gov. Tim Walz (D) will appoint  
her replacement. 

New Jersey

Lee Solomon (R)

Barry Anderson (R)
(Must Retire)

Justice Lee Solomon was appointed to the New Jersey Supreme 
Court by Gov. Chris Christie (R) in 2014. He was previously a 
judge of the Camden County Superior Court in the family, 
criminal, and civil divisions. Before joining the bench, he led 
the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities and was a deputy U.S. 
attorney and Camden County prosecutor. He must retire from 
the court before his 70th birthday on August 17th, 2024. 

https://mncourts.libguides.com/anderson_barry
https://www.mncourts.gov/About-The-Courts/Overview/JudicialDirectory/Bio.aspx?jid=1451
https://www.njcourts.gov/public/museum/meet-the-justices/associate-justice-lee-solomon
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South Carolina

Texas  

Wyoming 

Donald Beatty (D)

Nathan Hecht (R) 

Keith Kautz (R)

Robert Jarosh (R)

Chief Justice Donald W. Beatty joined the South Carolina 
Supreme Court in 2003 after being elected by the state 
legislature. He became chief justice of the court in 2017. He 
previously served as a judge of the South Carolina Court 
of Appeals and as a circuit court judge, and was a legal aid 
attorney and a South Carolina state legislator before joining the 
bench. He must retire before he reaches the state’s mandatory 
retirement age of 72 on April 29, 2024.  

Chief Justice Nathan Hecht was appointed to the Texas 
Supreme Court in 1988 by Gov. Bill Clements (R). He was 
appointed chief justice of the court in 2013 by Gov. Rick Perry 
(R). He was previously a judge of the Texas Court of Appeals and 
the Dallas County District Court, and worked in private practice 
prior to joining the bench. He must retire from the court in 2024 
before he reaches his 75th birthday on August 15, 2024.

Justice Keith Kautz was appointed to the Wyoming Supreme 
Court by Gov. Matthew Mead (R) in 2015. He previously served 
as a district judge in the Eighth Judicial District of Wyoming 
and worked in private practice before joining the bench. Kautz 
announced he would retire from the court in late 2023, and Gov. 
Mark Gordon (R) nominated Robert Jarosh to fill the vacancy. 
Justice Jarosh was sworn in on March 27, 2024, following a 
career in private practice in Wyoming. His most recent practice 
focused on employer-side defense. To remain on the bench, he 
must stand for retention election in 2026. 

https://www.sccourts.org/supreme/displayJustice.cfm?judgeID=1134
https://web.archive.org/web/20070216191416/http://www.supreme.courts.state.tx.us/court/justice_nhecht.asp
https://www.courts.state.wy.us/supreme-court/about-the-supreme-court/justice-keith-g-kautz/
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2025 Elections and Vacancies

Partisan Elections in 2025

Retention Elections in 2025 

Wisconsin  

Pennsylvania 

Ann Walsh 
Bradley (D) 

Christine 
Donohue (D) 

David Wecht (D) 

Ann Walsh Bradley was first elected to the Wisconsin Supreme 
Court in 1995 and was subsequently re-elected in 2005 and 
2015. Bradley began her legal career in private practice. She first 
joined the bench in 1985 when she became a Marathon County 
Circuit Court judge. She remained there until her election to the 
supreme court.  

Christine Donohue was first elected to the Pennsylvania 
Supreme Court in 2015. She began her legal career in private 
practice, first focusing on personal injury law and later complex 
commercial litigation. In 2007, Donohue ran for election to the 
superior court and won. She served on that bench until her 
election to the supreme court.  

David Wecht was elected to the Pennsylvania Supreme Court in 
2015. He worked in private practice before joining the bench. He 
was first appointed to the Court of Common Pleas for Allegheny 
County and remained on that bench until his election to the 
superior court, where he served until beginning his tenure on 
the supreme court.

https://www.wicourts.gov/courts/supreme/justices/bradley.htm
https://www.pacourts.us/courts/supreme-court/supreme-court-justices/justice-christine-donohue
https://www.pacourts.us/courts/supreme-court/supreme-court-justices/justice-david-n-wecht
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Kevin 
Dougherty (D) Kevin Dougherty joined the Pennsylvania Supreme Court 

following his election in 2015. He served as an assistant district 
attorney in Philadelphia County before entering private practice, 
where he also served as a special master for the Philadelphia 
Family Court Truancy Program. Dougherty was appointed as a 
judge of the Philadelphia Court of Common Pleas in 2001 where 
he was later retained by voters. He remained there until his 
election to the supreme court.  

Other Vacancies or Potential Changes 
to State Supreme Courts in 2025 

Connecticut

Gregory D'Auria (D)  
Gregory D’Auria was appointed to the Connecticut Supreme 
Court in 2017 by Gov. Dannel Malloy (D). He previously worked 
in the attorney general’s office as an assistant attorney general, 
as an attorney general for litigation, and later led the special 
litigation and charities unit. In 2011, he became Connecticut’s 
first solicitor general, where he remained until his nomination 
to the Supreme Court. D’Auria’s term will expire in March  
2025. To remain on the bench, he will need to be re-nominated 
by the governor and re-confirmed by the Connecticut  
General Assembly.  

Alaska

Peter Maassen (R) 
Peter Maassen was appointed to the Alaska Supreme Court by 
Gov. Sean Parnell (R) in 2012. He remained in private practice 
for seven years before moving to Washington, D.C. to work for 
the office of the general counsel for the U.S. Department of 
Commerce. He returned to Alaska and continued his private 
practice until his appointment to the supreme court in 2012. 
Maassen will have to step down from the bench upon reaching 
the mandatory retirement age of 70 in January 2025.

https://www.pacourts.us/courts/supreme-court/supreme-court-justices/justice-kevin-m-dougherty
https://www.jud.ct.gov/external/supapp/justice_D'Auria.html
https://courts.alaska.gov/judges/docs/scpjm.pdf
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Wyoming  

Kate Fox (R) 
Chief Justice Kate Fox joined the Wyoming Supreme Court in 
2015 following her appointment to the court by Gov. Matthew 
Mead (R). She previously worked in private practice overseeing 
cases dealing with employment law, litigation, administrative 
law, natural resources law, and water law. Fox will reach the 
mandatory retirement age of 70 in 2025. Should she run for 
retention election 2024 and win, Gov. Mark Gordon (R) will 
select her successor from a slate provided to him by the Judicial 
Nominating Commission. That successor will have to stand for 
retention election in the next general election at least one year 
from the time of appointment.  

Raheem Mullins (D) 
Raheem Mullins joined the Connecticut Supreme Court after 
his appointment by Gov. Dannell Malloy (D) in 2017 and is the 
youngest person to be appointed to the court. He previously 
worked as an assistant attorney general in the Child Protection 
Division of the Connecticut attorney general’s office. He later 
served as assistant state’s attorney for the appellate bureau 
until his appointment to the bench. Mullins’s term will expire in  
October 2025. To remain on the bench, he will need to be 
re-nominated by the governor and re-confirmed by the 
Connecticut General Assembly. 

https://www.courts.state.wy.us/supreme-court/about-the-supreme-court/justice-kate-m-fox/
https://www.jud.ct.gov/external/supapp/justice_Mullins.htm
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There is essential collective work to do to ensure that our state courts genuinely 
reflect the communities they serve and uphold our most fundamental rights. With 
dozens of state supreme court elections in 2024, important vacancies to be filled 
via appointments on state supreme courts throughout the country, and critical 
cases coming before each of these courts, people in every state need to understand 
who sits on their courts and how they get there. AFJ Action will continue its work 
educating advocates, stakeholders, and voters on the importance of state courts  
and the need for exceptionally qualified demographically and professionally diverse 
state courts, and we will partner closely with communities throughout the country.  
The future of our democracy and our fundamental rights depends on it.

Conclusion
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