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GORSUCH IS WRONG
ON WORKERS' RIGHTS
Judge Gorsuch consistently favors big corporations and employers over the everyday
Americans who work for them. He frequently rules against workers in cases involving
worker safety laws, sex discrimination, and sexual harassment. These decisions make him
unfit for our highest court.

KEY CASES
Undercutting Watchdog Agencies: In

trouble breathing, and he lost feeling in his

Compass Environmental, Inc. v. OSHRC, an

feet. To Judge Gorsuch, if Maddin wanted to

employee was electrocuted when a piece of

keep his job, he was to remain with his

equipment got too close to an overhead power trailer in subzero temperatures and wait
line. The worker had joined the construction

indefinitely for a repair truck. Fortunately,

project a week after the work began, and the

Gorsuch was in the minority - the Tenth

company had failed to give him full job safety

Circuit upheld the Labor Department's

training. The Occupational Safety and Health

ruling that Maddin was unfairly fired.

Review Commission decided the employer
failed to properly train its worker, and fined

Fair Trial on Sexual Harassment: Betty

the employer. Judge Gorsuch disagreed with

Pinkerton, an administrative assistant,

the fine. He believed the case was an example

alleged that her supervisor had made

of a health-and-safety watchdog agency

inappropriate sexually-explicit remarks to

having too much power.

her over a period of several months, during a
probationary period, and that she was fired

Disdain for Worker Safety Laws: In TransAm

when she reported the harassment. In

Trucking, Inc. v. Admin Review Bd., Judge

Pinkerton v. Colorado Department of

Gorsuch sided with a big trucking company

Transportation, Judge Gorsuch joined a

against a worker and the U.S. Department of

ruling against Pinkerton that prevented her

Labor. Truck driver Alphonse Maddin was fired

from having a jury trial, although a

for abandoning the cargo-laden trailer of his

dissenting judge said her case deserved to

truck in Illinois after the trailer’s brakes froze

go before a jury.

because of subzero temperatures. With no
heat in his cab, Maddin waited for several
hours before his torso got numb, he had
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QUESTIONS FOR SENATORS
ABOUT SCOTUS NOMINEE
NEIL GORSUCH
1. As a constituent and as a worker, I am

4. When we go to work every day, we

very concerned about Neil Gorsuch’s

expect the protection of worker safety

record on workers’ rights. For example, he

laws. When the Occupational Safety and

ruled that an employer could fire a trucker

Health Review Commission decided that an

who, stuck outside in subzero temperatures,

employer failed to train its worker, leading

left his broken-down truck to seek help. Will

to the worker’s electrocution, Judge Gorsuch

you protect our workers and oppose Neil

disagreed. Will you protect the lives of our

Gorsuch’s nomination to the Supreme

workers and stand against Neil Gorsuch’s

Court?

nomination?

2. Sexual harassment is something that

5. Judge Neil Gorsuch has ruled against

many people face in the workplace every

workers’ health and safety. He ruled that a

day. Judge Gorsuch ruled that a sexual

professor could not extend her six month

harassment case did not even deserve a day

leave during a flu epidemic, even though her

in court, denying her access to our courts.

immune system had been weakened

Will you protect our right to be heard in

by cancer treatment. Will you protect our

court and oppose Neil Gorsuch’s nomination

right to a safe workplace and oppose Neil

to the highest court in the land?

Gorsuch’s nomination to the Supreme
Court?

3. Judge Gorsuch has made it clear that he
believes corporations are people with the
same rights. We need a justice who will
defend the rights of everyday people, not
corporate interests, and allow workers to
voice their concerns in court without the
threat of dismissal. Would you support a

Based on your senator's position, make sure
you tailor the tone of your questions. For
instance, if your senator is still on the fence,
you might want to end your questions with
"Will you thoroughly review Judge Gorsuch's
record, and ensure and protect our rights as
constituents?"

nominee, Neil Gorsuch, who thinks
corporations are people?
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ACTIONS YOU
CAN TAKE
Contact your senators: Find your
senators here and call, write or set up a
meeting with them.
Mobilize your network: Start a call-in, petition, or letter drive, and ask others to join
your meeting with your senator(s).
Amplify your voice in media: Write a letter to the editor or an op-ed in your local
paper. Use your personal network and build the movement online with social media
posts using the hashtag #StopGorsuch.
Educate your community: Hold a panel, an event or a visibility action to show others
how the Supreme Court affects them and what they can do to take action.

ACTIONS YOUR GROUP
CAN TAKE
Mobilize your network: Send an action
alert to your list urging them to call,
write, or otherwise contact their
senator(s) demanding that they reject
Neil Gorsuch for the Supreme Court.
Contact senators directly: Send a letter
to and call Senate Judiciary Committee
members and senators your organization
is close to.
Amplify your organization's voice
in media: Write a press release or

letter to the editor in local, state, and
national publications about your position
on the nominee and how it affects your
organization's issues. Amplify your
organization's position on social media by
using the hashtag #StopGorsuch.
Educate and mobilize the public: Host a
panel discussion on the record of this
nominee. Organize an action, protest, or
press conference on the dangers of the
nominee.
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CONTACT YOUR
SENATOR
Senators are elected to represent their
constituents, and pay attention to the
messages they’re receiving on an issue. In

Get patched through
to your senator’s
office at
JusticeActionHub.org

just the first few weeks of 2017, mass
mobilizations of phone calls, rallies,
demonstrations and other events have had a
major impact on the public’s awareness of
critical issues and nominations.

STAY ON THEIR

Contacting your senators directly is the
most important way to highlight the public
movement to #StopGorsuch and make a
difference. They need to hear from
constituents opposed to Gorsuch’s
nomination – every day, everywhere, from
everyone.

RADAR
Call your senators. Get 10 friends to call. Ask
them to ask 10 friends to call. Then call again.
Identify others in your network who are
particularly influential – political donors,
community and business leaders, state

DON'T FORGET

elected officials – and ask them to call.
Set up an appointment or drop in to district

THE FOLLOW

offices.
Schedule a meeting with your senators

UP!

directly, to be held as a phone call when
they’re in DC or in person when they’re home.

Thank the staff or the senator for a response.

Attend town halls, public appearances, and

When your senators vote or announce a

events and tell them to #StopGorsuch.

position, hold them accountable – it’s just as
important to thank them for coming out
strongly on your side as it is to express
disappointment or continued opposition when
they don’t.
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WRITING A LETTER TO THE
EDITOR

Be current: Check your local newspaper
so you can respond to a recent article or
a recent event in your area. When
submitting your piece, make sure you
refer to the article specifically by name
and date. This will make it a lot more
likely that your piece gets published.
Be clear, timely and concise: Before
submitting your piece, check your
paper’s guidelines on length. Use our
talking points to get your point across
concisely but remember to connect
these issues to your local area. Always
find a way to delineate how the next
Supreme Court justice could affect your
community now and in the future.
Include a call to action: End your piece
by asking your community
to get involved or by calling on

your senators to take action and oppose
Neil Gorsuch's nomination.
Amplify your voice: Try your local or school
paper first but also reach out to other
publications. This is a very important issue
and the media will be looking for local
perspectives. You can also maximize your
efforts by having others in your community
write letters to the same papers. Even if
they are not printed, this will let editors
know that this issue matters.
If your letter is printed, send a copy to your
senators’ offices: Senators often search for
the issues that their constituents care about
in these local papers. Make sure that you
bring your piece to your next meeting or
send their local aides a copy – this will
ensure that your message reaches them.
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SOCIAL MEDIA IMAGES

For more
resources,
including signs,
stickers, and
more social
media
graphics, email
outreach@afj.org
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