
STOP GORSUCH

THE BOTTOM LINE

We must resist the radical takeover of our Supreme Court.

PUTTING JUDGE GORSUCH ON THE
SUPREME COURT COULD TURN BACK
A HUNDRED YEARS OF PROGRESS.

This is a make or break
moment for our rights
and freedoms.  Every day,
the Trump administration
takes another step that
puts real people’s lives at
risk, tears at the fabric of
our society and makes us
all more vulnerable. The
Supreme Court is our
bulwark against a strong-
arm administration.

 Neil Gorsuch won’t check
this president, and he
won’t stand up for our
rights. 

Judge Gorsuch is a far-
right extremist who
would prevent the
federal government
from properly enforcing
countless acts of
Congress— including
critical laws that ensure
workers‘ rights and
safety, guarantee equal
opportunity, safeguard
consumers and
investors, ensure the
safety of food and
drugs, and protect our
environment.

IT WILL TAKE ALL OF US

We need you to help fight back
against the radicalization of our
courts. Call, write, or set up a
meeting with your senator. Start
a call-in, petition, or letter drive
to mobilize your network. Amplify
your voice by writing a letter to
the editor, an op-ed in  your local
paper, or engaging in discussions
on social media. Educate your
community by holding a panel,
event, or visibility action.

You have a voice. It's time to use
it.

IMPARTIAL JUSTICE?

In just a few days, Donald Trump
has alarmed the nation with a
wave of dangerous actions that
show contempt for our
Constitution and the rights and
freedoms we cherish. At a time
when our communities are under
attack and our democratic
institutions at risk, it’s more
important than ever to have a
Supreme Court that will
safeguard our rights.    



TOOLKIT FOR ORGANIZATIONS
AND ACTIVISTS

On January 31st, Donald Trump

nominated Neil Gorsuch to serve

as a Justice on the Supreme

Court. Neil Gorsuch has a long

record of siding with corporate

interests and standing in the way

of progress and equal justice for

all. It is important that we stand

together in opposition of his

nomination. The Alliance for

Justice Action Campaign has

 created this toolkit to help

individuals and organizations

take action in the important

fight against a conservative

takeover of our Court. The

following materials are a guide

to taking action and are

available to use as  you fight for

fairness and independence on

our Court.

IN THIS TOOLKIT
Action Alert

Talking points

Sample letter to the

editor

Sample letter to a

senator

Social media content

Event outlines and

ideas



KEY POINTS

with the values of most Americans to hand pick

Gorsuch, calling into question his independence and

commitment to an open mind and fairness.

Gorsuch would put vital protections at risk.

Gorsuch believes in out-of-the mainstream legal

theories that could endanger important protections

for clean air, clean water, workers, and safe food

and medicine - making him even more extreme than

Scalia.

The American people need a nominee who

believes the Constitution protects all of us, not

just the wealthy and powerful. Neil Gorsuch has

demonstrated that he is on the side of corporate

interests, standing up for the privileges of the

wealthy and powerful, but not the rights of ordinary

people.   

Supreme Court justices should approach each

case with an open mind and make fair decisions

based on the merits of each case. We do not need

justices who make decisions based on a political

agenda. 

Gorsuch is Wall Street’s best friend – not

ours. Gorsuch argued that it should be harder for

regular people to band together in order to hold Wall

Street and huge corporations accountable for fraud

and other wrongdoing.

Gorsuch won’t check this president, and he won’t

stand up for our rights. The Supreme Court is our

bulwark against a strong-arm administration, a

check on abuses and excesses. At a time when our

communities are under attack and our democratic

institutions at risk, it’s more important than ever to

have a Supreme Court that will safeguard our rights.

Gorsuch would roll back the clock on women's

health and LGBTQ rights. Gorsuch ruled in favor of

the idea that corporations are people and against

women’s access to contraception. Gorsuch has also

been highly critical of LGBTQ advocates and others

who turn to the courts to protect their

constitutional rights.

Gorusch was hand-picked by far-right

organizations. President Trump allowed right-wing

organizations with a political agenda out of step 



ACTIONS YOU CAN TAKE AS AN
ORGANIZATION

ACTIONS YOU CAN TAKE AS AN INDIVIDUAL
Contact your senators: Find your senators

here and call, write or set up a meeting

with them. 

Mobilize your network: Start a call-in,

petition, or letter drive, and ask others to

join your meeting with your senator(s). 

Amplify your voice in media: Write a letter

to the editor or an op-ed in your local paper.

Use your personal network and build the

movement online with social media posts using the hashtag #StopGorsuch.

Educate your community:  Hold a panel, an event or a visibility action to show others how the Supreme

Court affects them and what they can do to take action.

Mobilize your network: Send an

action alert to your list urging

them to call, write, or otherwise

contact their senator(s)

demanding that they reject Neil

Gorsuch for the Supreme Court.

Contact Senators directly: Send

a letter to and call Senate

Judiciary Committee members

and senators your organization is

close to. 

Amplify your organization's

voice in media: Write a press 

Educate and mobilize the

public: Host a panel discussion

on the record of this nominee.

Organize an action, protest, or

press conference on the

dangers of the nominee.

release or letter to the editor in

local, state, and national

publications about your position

on the nominee and how it

affects your organization's

issues. Amplify your

organization's position on social

media by using the hashtag

#StopGorsuch.

TAKE ACTION

http://org2.salsalabs.com/o/6539/p/dia/action3/common/public/?action_KEY=16494


Senators are elected to represent their

constituents, and pay attention to the messages

they’re receiving on an issue. In just the first few

weeks of 2017, mass mobilizations of phone calls,

rallies, demonstrations and other events have had a

major impact on the public’s awareness of critical

issues and nominations.

Contacting your senators directly is the most

important way to highlight the public movement

to #StopGorsuch and make a difference. They

need to hear from constituents opposed to

Gorsuch’s nomination – every day, everywhere, from

everyone. 

Call your senators. Get 10 friends to call. Ask

them to ask 10 friends to call. Then call again.

Identify others in your network who are

particularly influential – political donors,

community and business leaders, state elected

officials – and ask them to call.

Set up an appointment or drop in to district

offices. 

Schedule a meeting with your senators

directly, to be held as a phone call when they’re

in DC or in person when they’re home.

Attend town halls, public appearances, and

events and tell them to #StopGorsuch.

CONTACT YOUR SENATOR

STAY ON THEIR RADAR

Thank the staff or the senator for a response. When your senators vote or announce a position, hold them

accountable – it’s just as important to thank them for coming out strongly on your side as it is to express

disappointment or continued opposition when they don’t.

DON'T FORGET THE FOLLOW-UP!

GET PATCHED THROUGH TO
YOUR SENATOR’S OFFICE AT
WWW.JUSTICEACTIONHUB.ORG



WRITING A LETTER TO
THE EDITOR

TIPS
Be current: Check your local newspaper so you can respond to a recent article or a recent event in your

area. When submitting your piece, make sure you refer to the article specifically by name and date. This

will make it a lot more likely that your piece gets published. 

Be clear, timely and concise: Before submitting your piece, check your paper’s guidelines on length.

Use our talking points to get your point across concisely but remember to connect these issues to your

local area. Always find a way to delineate how the next Supreme Court justice could affect your

community now and in the future. 

Include a call to action: End your piece by asking your community to get involved or by calling on

your senators to take action and oppose Neil Gorsuch's nomination.

Amplify your voice: Try your local or school paper first but also reach out to other publications. This is a

very important issue and the media will be looking for local perspectives. You can also maximize your

efforts by having others in your community write letters to the same papers. Even if they are not printed,

this will let editors know that this issue matters. 

If your letter is printed, send a copy to your senators’ offices: Senators often search for the issues

that their constituents care about in these local papers. Make sure that you bring your piece to your next

meeting or send their local aides a copy – this will ensure that your message reaches them. 



SAMPLE MATERIALS
LETTER TO THE EDITOR
To the Editor,

In nominating Judge Neil Gorsuch for a seat on the Supreme Court, President Trump has chosen

an extremist who poses a grave threat to our rights and freedoms.

A look at Gorsuch’s record offers evidence that he would be a justice who, like virtually every

Trump nominee, is more loyal to Wall Street and powerful interests than everyday Americans.  

Gorsuch believes in gutting laws upholding labor rights, consumer and financial safeguards, and

environmental protections.  On this issue, he is to the right of the late Justice Scalia.

One of Gorsuch’s most alarming rulings came in the well-known Hobby Lobby case, when he ruled

that corporations are people with religious beliefs: a radical idea that let the company deny

women contraceptive coverage, putting real people’s health at risk.

We don’t need a Supreme Court justice who thinks corporations are people.  We need one who

understands that only human beings are people, and that people’s health, well-being, and rights

depend on a fair and impartial Supreme Court.  Neil Gorsuch does not fit the bill.

OUTLINE
Introduce your argument, referencing a recently printed article if possible. 

Highlight one main proof point or specific issue. 

End with a conclusion that reminds the audience of your main point: Neil Gorsuch is wrong

for the Supreme Court. 



SAMPLE MATERIALS
ACTION ALERT EMAIL SAMPLE
Name:

With the nomination of Neil Gorsuch to the United States Supreme Court, Donald Trump is attempting to

transform the court into a radical-right engine of retreat on the progress of the last century.  Gorsuch's

record clearly shows that he is a threat to women, LGBTQ communities, workers’ rights, and the

environment. Gorsuch would be a friend to Wall Street and big business - not everyday Americans.

Go to JusticeActionHub.org to be connected with your senator, and demand that they reject the

nomination of Neil Gorsuch as a Supreme Court justice.

The choice of Gorsuch to serve on the Supreme Court is deeply alarming. As a judge on the 10th Circuit,

Gorsuch joined the majority opinion in the Hobby Lobby case, holding that corporations are people and can

deny contraception coverage to their employees for religious reasons. Gorsuch would also make it more

difficult for agencies to enforce laws that keep our air and water clean and safe; that ensure our food and

medicine are safe; that protect essential workers‘ rights; and that safeguard consumers and investors.

Judge Gorsuch cannot be trusted to serve as an impartial arbiter of justice on the highest court. Demand

that your senator reject the nomination of Neil Gorsuch as a Supreme Court justice by calling them

through JusticeActionHub.org.

Signed, 

Alliance for Justice Action Campaign

TIPS
Be sure to include examples of how this

specific nominee negatively affects the issues

that your organization cares about. 

Include a link to a page where you can gather

the name, email, and address of the caller. 

Also include a comment box and ask the

caller to record the response (if any) that they

get from the office of their senator.

Include graphics in the body of the email. 

http://www.justiceactionhub.org/


SAMPLE MATERIALS
LETTER TO SENATOR
The Honorable [Full Name]

[Room #] [Name of] Senate Office Building

United States Senate

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator ___________,

As a constituent residing in [Your Town],  I write to urge you to reject the nomination of Neil Gorsuch for the

U.S.  Supreme Court.

Judge Gorsuch is an extremist whose approach to the law threatens the rights and freedoms we all cherish.

 Like so many of President Trump’s nominees, his loyalties lie with Wall Street and wealthy special interests,

not the interests of everyday people.  Significantly, he would not act as a check on the dangerous and

erratic impulses of this administration and this president, who daily presents us with alarming evidence of

his contempt for the Constitution.

Your leadership on so many critical issues has been invaluable for [residents of your state, i.e.,

“Californians”] and all Americans.  On this issue, we need your leadership more than ever.  I would ask that

you scrutinize the record of Neil Gorsuch with the utmost  attention to his ability to uphold core

constitutional values of liberty, equality, and justice for all; because I am confident that in so doing you will

reach the conclusion so many of us have reached:  that this nominee is not the right choice to sit on our

highest court.

Sincerely,

Your Name

Address

TIPS
This type of letter can be sent as an individual or single organization, or you can show broader

opposition by asking others to co-sign. 

To escalate pressure on your senators, you can also publish the letter online or in the media. 



SAMPLE MATERIALS
SOCIAL MEDIA

Neil Gorsuch stands with corporate interests. Not with the American people. #StopGorsuch

The rights of women, people of color, workers, are non-negotiable.  #StopGorsuch and protect our

rights.

Will Neil Gorsuch defend workers and pursue racial justice? His record says no. Get the details @

afj.org/SCOTUSnominee and #StopGorsuch

Twitter

Facebook



PLANNING A #STOPGORSUCH
SUPREME COURT EVENT

Public events are a great tool for increasing activism on the ground. They are essential for raising
awareness and mobilizing like-minded individuals around an issue. They also serve as a great resource to
bring in new people to rally around an important cause. 

Events can be as simple as a panel of speakers discussing the importance of the Supreme Court nomination
fight, or as comprehensive as a full-day symposium or teach-in with multiple sessions and keynote
speakers.  Here are some simple steps to make your event a success:

1. IDENTIFY THE TOPIC YOU WANT
TO FOCUS ON

2. IDENTIFY  PARTNERS

Keep it focused. A Supreme Court nominee is important for

many reasons, and there are plenty of directions to take your

event. Pick one fairly narrow underlying theme to keep it

focused. Keep in mind who your potential audience is and

what topic(s) will appeal to them.

Examples: The Dangers of a Trump Court, Neil Gorsuch’s Poor

Record on Progressive Issues, The Importance of the Court's

Check on a Trump Administration, The Impact of the Neil

Gorsuch Nomination on the future of the Supreme Court.

3. SECURE A
SPACE FOR YOUR
EVENT

Consider your expected crowd

size. If you book too big a space,

your event will look empty. An

overly small space might

discourage people from staying.

Look for free spaces where

available. Identify where town

halls and community events are

held. See if you can use the same

space.

Work your connections. See if

partner organizations have

established relationships that

can help you secure a free or

low-cost space. 

Check with local restaurants.

They are sometimes willing to

donate their space - and

occasionally will donate food as

well. 

Speaking of food. If you're going

to provide refreshments, make

sure you clear it with the venue

ahead of time. 

Co-sponsors: Based on the topic or turnout goal, it may be

important to line up co-sponsoring organizations that have a direct

stake in the issue, or have a large base of supporters that would be

interested.

Additional partner roles: Partner organizations can help in any

way they are able, such as contacting their networks about the

event, helping identify and confirm speakers, offering or helping to

secure space, providing financial or in-kind support such as food

and beverages.



5. CREATE A FLYER WITH A BRIEF
DESCRIPTION OF YOUR EVENT AND
THE SPEAKERS THAT WILL BE
ATTENDING

6. CREATE AN EMAIL BLAST

Amplify the flyer. Distribute it through email and social

media.

Get your event on local calendars. You can submit your

event online to local chamber of commerce and news network

calendars. A good flyer makes a great image to accompany

your calendar listings.

7. DON'T FORGET
SOCIAL MEDIA

8. ASK OTHER
ORGANIZATIONS
TO INVITE THEIR
NETWORKS AS
WELL.

Invite your network to attend the event. Be sure to create an

RSVP page so that you can track the number of attendees you are

expecting. 

If you are providing food or refreshments at the event, make

sure you close the RSVP a few days early so that you order for

the correct amount of attendees

You can reach us at outreach@afj.org. 

9. HOST THE EVENT, AND TELL US HOW IT WENT! 

Who cares about your topic? Identify community leaders who

care about your topic and are seen as influential in their field

who can serve as speakers.

Who will help draw a crowd? Think of speakers your target

audience will want to see to help increase turnout.

Diversity is important. Think about speakers representing

different demographics, professional areas of expertise, and

issue areas. 

Make a Facebook event.

 Share it with your contacts. Make

sure you set it up so attendees

can invite their contacts as well. 

Send reminders. A small

message to your event group and

a post on your page a week, two

days before, and the day of the

event will keep it fresh in

people's minds. 

Get photos. Take pictures and

ask people to post their own.

Make sure you use the

#StopGorsuch hashtag. 

4. IDENTIFY SPEAKERS



SAMPLE EVENT OUTLINE: PANEL
THE DANGERS OF A TRUMP COURT

THE NOMINATION OF NEIL GORSUCH TO

THE SUPREME COURT DIRECTLY

THREATENS OUR CORE

CONSTITUTIONAL RIGHTS.  PANELISTS

WILL DISCUSS HOW THE CONFIRMATION

OF NEIL GORSUCH WOULD ROLL BACK

OUR PROGRESS ON THE ENVIRONMENT,

CIVIL RIGHTS AND THE ADVANCEMENT

OF PROGRESSIVE VALUES.  

5:30 - 6pm: Reception, light

refreshments

6pm: Welcome from Jane Smith,

President of Sponsoring Organization

6:05pm: Welcome from John Doe,

President of Second Sponsor

6:10pm: Moderator and panelists

speak

7pm: Q&A

7:20pm: Moderator wrap-up and call

to action

7:25pm: Closing remarks

SAMPLE EVENT OUTLINE: ORGANIZING
MEETING

NOTE:  

ALL ATTENDEES SHOULD LEAVE THE

MEETING WITH ACTION ITEMS TO

COMPLETE AND WAYS TO FOLLOW UP

WITH EACH OTHER AND THE

CONVENING ORGANIZATION.  

5:30-6pm: Reception and light

refreshments

6pm: Welcome from host and

introductions of all in attendance

6:10pm: Overview of impact of the

Supreme Court by legal scholar

6:20pm: Overview on the

effectiveness of community organizing

and ways to take action

6:30pm: Brainstorming session on

how attendees can take action in their

communities and encourage others to

take action

7:00pm: Closing remarks from host


